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Jodie Prenger talks 
of her pets and new 
musical role: see 
The Pulse - page 23 



Public backing 
urgent campaign 
for cancer drug 
- page 5 



Brunt helps Albion 
regain their ruthless 
streak at Goodison 
- see page 52 



Man held by police after collision kills baby boy 



Getting ready for the carol service at Tipton Green 
Methodist Church are Chairman of Tipton Civic 
Society Ray Brothwood with singer Kenny Craig 


Bostin’ tale is 
all about the 
Babby Jaesus 

THE nativity story will will be delivered in 
the Black Country dialect in Tipton. 

Telling the first Christmas story of the Babby 
Jaesus, the service in Tipton includes carols and 
lessons all performed in the local accent. On the 
night, nine readers boasting the finest, broadest 
Black Country accents will recite the story of the 
nativity. There will also be Christmas carols. 

The service will be at Tipton Green Methodist 
Church, in Park Lane West, and organisers, the 
Tipton Civic Society, are anticipating a full house. 

Popular 

Ray Brothwood, chairman of the civic society, 
said: “It is always a really popular event, in fact one 
year it was televised. We had comments and mes¬ 
sages from all over the world. 

“Every year we hold it at a different church and 
this year it is Tipton Green. 

“All the money we raise will go to the church to 
donate to its favourite charity.” 

The concert, on Wednesday, December 15, starts 
at 7pm and refreshments will be served afterwards. 


Christmas carols 

FAMILIES in West Bromwich are being invited to 
join parishioners for a two-day Christmas carol 
cracker. 

West Bromwich Baptist church, Cantany Lane, 
will be holding the festive event on Friday December 
10, and Saturday, December 11, from 7.30pm. 

There will be performances from the church choir, 
a short nativity play and Christmas message fol¬ 
lowed by light refreshments. 


POLICE PLEA 
OVER FATAL 
CAR CRASH 


A 31-year-old man from 
Smethwick has been 
arrested following a hit-and- 
run smash that killed a two- 
month-old baby boy. 

The boy’s father, mother, grand¬ 
father and a female family friend, 
are seriously ill in hospital follow¬ 
ing the collision on Saturday in 
Smethwick involving a Mitsubishi 
Evolution and Toyota Corolla. 

The crash happened in Grove Lane at 
the junction with Painters Corner, Smeth¬ 
wick, just after 6pm on Saturday. 

Ail five occupants of the Corolla were 
from Smethwick. The boy, Mohammed Isa, 
was thrown from the Corolla during the 
crash and taken to Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital but could not be saved. He was 
pronounced dead at the hospital. 

His parents, aged 27 and 26, were taken 
to the City Hospital and his 69-year-old 
grandfather and a family friend, aged 24, 
were taken to the Queen Elizabeth Hospi¬ 
tal. 



The Mitsubishi car involved in the fatal 
collision 


The boy’s uncle Khalid Hussain said: 
“The family are heartbroken over the 
tragic loss of their son. 

“He was a gentle natured beautiful boy 
who gave all his family so much joy in the 
brief time he was with them.” 

A silver Mitsubishi Evolution, registra¬ 
tion R54 RMW, was travelling along the 
dual carriageway towards Oldbury when it 
was involved in a collision with the silver 
Toyota Corolla. 

The driver and passengers of the Mit¬ 


subishi left the scene before police arrived. 

A 31-year-old man from the Smethwick 
area was in custody following his arrest on 
Monday afternoon on suspicion of causing 
death by dangerous driving and failing to 
stop after a collision. 

Three men who are believed to have been 
travelling in the Mitsubishi have been 
interviewed by police. 

Appeal 

Inspector Mark Watkins, from the Colli¬ 
sion Investigation Unit, said: “We continue 
to appeal for witnesses, in particular 
anybody who saw the silver Mitsubishi 
travelling along Grove Lane prior to the 
collision. 

“The community response to media 
appeals has been tremendous and officers 
have spoken to a number of witnesses. 

“Anyone with any information is urged 
to come forward urgently to help us with 
our enquiries.” 

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the Collision Investigation Unit on 
0345 113 5000 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 


Pickpockets jailed 


FIVE members of a Sandwell-based 
pickpocket gang who targeted vulner¬ 
able bus passengers have been jailed. 

The Polish gang slashed the handbags of 
elderly women and mothers to steal purses 
over a nine month period. They tried to 
withdraw £1,260 from one 85-year-old’s 
bank account within half an hour of debit 
cards being stolen, a court was told. 

Sentencing them to between two and 
three years each, at Worcester Crown 
Court on Monday, Judge Amjad Nawaz 
said: “These offences were well-planned 
and professionally carried out. They were 
carried out by a team of people who were 
acting together. The team targeted vulner¬ 
able people — in the main, elderly females.” 

Jacek Knysak, Lukasz Michalik, Wiera 
Pawlowska, Janusz Gawron and Adam 
Szwejda, all denied conspiracy to steal but 
were found guilty after trial. 

West Bromwich bus station was the focal 


point for the five, who struck six times 
between January 1 and October 2, 2009, on 
the 87, 74, 79, 16 and 404 buses. 

Leniency 

The court heard victims, aged between 
17 and 85, had purses snatched or bags cut 
open. 

Barristers representing the defendants 
pleaded for leniency, playing down their 
individual roles and pointing out their 
efforts to establish honest livings. 

But Judge Nawaz insisted substantial 
custody terms were necessary. 

“The evidence presented to the jury left 
them - quite properly in my judgment - in 
no doubt that each and every one of you 
were involved,” said Judge Nawaz. 

Szwejda, 40, of Markby Road in Winson 
Green, was given three years in prison. 

Knysak, 34, of Hayes Street, West 
Bromwich, and Gawron, 46, of Thursfield 


Road, West Bromwich, were given two year 
sentences. Michalik, 23, and Pawlowska, 
40, both of Hayes Street, West Bromwich, 
received two year sentences. A sixth 
member of the gang, ringleader Adam 
Gawron, brother of Janusz, is serving a 
three-and-a-half year sentence after 
earlier admitting involvement. 

Safer Travel Police Team Inspector Cate 
Webb-Jones praised the work of police 
analyst Sam Todd in identifying the spate 
of offences. “It was her analytical work that 
led to the police team investigating the 
behaviour of the defendants in order to 
build the case. I am grateful to her for her 
diligence and perseverance during the 
investigation,” she said. 

Operation Mutual focusing on bus routes 
between West Bromwich and Birmingham 
city centre saw officers studying hours of 
CCTV footage to establish the offenders’ 
identities. 



Leisure assistant John Sleigh launches the Winter 
Grotto at The Public in West Bromwich 


Help to make 
a winter grotto 

THE Winter Grotto has returned to The 
Public arts centre this Christmas. 

The grotto, which proved a hit last year, is at the 
West Bromwich centre until January 9. 

Visitors this Christmas have the opportunity to 
get involved in building the grotto too in daily work¬ 
shops. 

Linda Saunders, Managing Director of The Public, 
said: “The Winter Grotto proved to be extremely suc¬ 
cessful in 2009 so we’re delighted it will be returning 
this Christmas. The grotto is a really exciting project 
where the whole community can come together and 
gain great pride by putting their own individual 
mark on a unique piece of art that will be viewed by 
thousands.” 

The artwork is made from recycled materials and 
is illuminated using ultra-violet lights and human 
powered dynamo systems. 

The sessions are free to join and will run from 
10am-12.15pm and 12.45pm-3pm. Places must be 
booked on weekdays by calling 0121 533 7161. The 
workshops are free to drop in to at weekends. 


Canal work closing 
road for four days 

A ROAD in Great Barr will be closed to traffic for 
four days to enable work to be carried out on an 
aquaduct. 

Spouthouse Lane will be closed from Monday, 
December 6, to Thursday, December 9, to allow the 
work to take place on the Tame Valley canal. 

The work, being carried out by British Waterways, 
will be carried out between 9.30am and 3.30pm each 
day. Traffic will be diverted via Spouthouse Lane, 
Old Walsall Road, Hamstead Road and vice-versa. 
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£8.8m complex to open in 2013 


THIS artist’s impression 
shows the £8.8 million swim¬ 
ming pool complex planned for 
Tipton, due to open in 2013. 

The centre, which will stand 
at the junction of Alexandra 
Road and Thursfield Road, will 
house a 25-metre six-lane 
swimming pool, a teaching pool 
and fitness suite. 

Once built, the pool will 
replace the ageing Tipton 
Swimming Centre. 


A landscaped urban ‘piazza’ 
will be one of the features of the 
centre, which will also include a 
state-of-the-art ‘changing 
village’. A first floor fitness 
suite will have 50 fitness sta¬ 
tions and community space will 
accommodate groups of up to 
200 people. The room will open 
onto the piazza and have views 
of Workhouse Bridge. 

Keith Heyes, head of cultural 
services at Sandwell Council, 


said some remedial work had 
already been done. 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, 
said: “We welcome the start of 
building work and look forward 
to the opening of the new pool 
which will become an iconic 
building in the town.” 

The swimming centre in 
Queens Road was built in the 
1930s and has just 15 car 
parking spaces, while the new 
building will have 80. 


An image of the new Tipton 
swimming pool, which will 
house a 25-metre six-lane 
pool and fitness suite, and 
will be sited at the junction 
of Alexandra Road and 
Thursfield Road 


MEETYOUR 

REPORTERS 



Tim Spiers 
01902 319363 



Sarah Hazelwood 
01902 319490 



Annabel Mottram 
01902 319499 



Chris Feehan 
01902 313131 ext 3213 


What’s happening in your 
area? 

We are always keen to 
hear about any issues 
affecting you 

Email your news 
and pictures to 

sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

For advertising call 
01902 319582 


www.yourchronicle.< 


Dual approach of dispersal notice and park youth shelter 

Police scheme to 
get kids off streets 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


YOUTH are set to be 
banned from hanging 
around the streets of a 
Great Barr neighbourhood 
under plans to create a dis¬ 
persal zone. 

Police want to make the 
Newton area, which has 
become a hotspot for anti-social 
behaviour, a no-go area for 
gangs of youths after com¬ 
plaints from residents. 

They are also set to use £9,000 
worth of funding to create a new hi- 
tech youth shelter. 

Sergeant Kym Jones, who leads 
the Newton neighbourhood team, 
said the dispersal notice allows 
officers to disperse people who are 
gathering in groups of two or more. 

“The area is designated, sign¬ 
posts go up and it takes an awful lot 
of consultation to get it agreed,” she 
said. 

“We can go to a group of youths 
and say, ‘you can’t gather here’. 

“Rather than pushing the kids 
around and telling them to go home 
we really want to have it coupled 


with a big youth diversionary tactic 
at the same time. 

“We are planning a youth shelter 
with Bluetooth, speakers and solar 
panels which will hopefully be 
installed in the new year.” 

Sgt Jones said money for the 
shelter is likely to come from 
funding from the police and local 
authority but she was also hoping 
to get local youngsters involved in 
fundraising for the project by 
taking part in events, such as a 
sponsored car wash. 

Music 

Similar youth shelters, where 
youngsters can listen to their 
favourite music, have already been 
successfully set up at two of Smeth¬ 
wick’s parks from recycled bus 
shelters. 

Transport authority Centro 
teamed up with police and the 
council to install the shelters at 
Smethwick Hall Park in Stony 
Lane and Londonderry Playing 
Fields in Londonderry Lane. 

The youth shelters are aimed at 
giving young people a place to meet 
and stay dry in the parks. 


Growth plans 
as firm move 
into showroom 


A WEDNESBURY firm will 
create seven new jobs and 
hopes to boost turnover by £4 
million as it moves to a bigger 
base in the town. 

Trading Post Appliances, cur¬ 
rently based on Holyhead Road, 
have been granted planning per¬ 
mission for a new showroom on 
Potters Lane. 

And the move will see the 
company, which currently employs 
25 and turns over £6m, strengthen 
its workforce by seven to man the 
floor at the new £1 million show¬ 
room and increase sales in the area. 

Director John Delaney said: “We 
are making a significant £lm 
investment into a new showroom 


which should increase turnover. 

We are moving from Holyhead 
Road to Potters Lane for a more 
prominent site. We’ll be adding to 
the workforce with new jobs for 
seven showroom staff. Our busi¬ 
ness has been turning over 90 per 
cent on the internet and we’re 
looking to do more in the local 
market. 

Re-branding 

“We turn over £6m and we hope 
to push that past £10m. Once we 
have moved we are going through a 
re-branding exercise and we will be 
called Interia. We started just 
selling kitchen appliances but we 
have moved into suites and bath¬ 
room tiles hence the name change.” 


Winning words 



Rebecca Tandy, aged 11, from Moorlands Primary School has won a 
national poetry award 


THE writing skills of a West The 11-year-old Moorlands Primary 
Bromwich schoolgirl won her top prize School pupil was inspired to put pen to 
in a national contest. paper about an archer after a school 

Rebecca Tandy’s poem, The visit to Goodrich Castle in Hereford- 
Bowman, triumphed in the experi- shire in July. 

mental writing category of the She received an engraved trophy at 
national writing competition run by an awards ceremony at Wolverhamp- 
publishinghouse.me.uk. ton University. 


Dental practices 
offering new jobs 

TWO new dental practices are set to open in 
Sandwell, creating thousands more places for 
patients and at least 11 jobs. 

The Oasis Dental Practice will open its doors in 
Owen Street, Tipton on December 8 while Primecare 
Oral Health Services Limited is opening Bridge 
Park Dental Practice in Great Bridge Street, West 
Bromwich in January 2011. 

Both surgeries, which are being backed by 
Sandwell Primary Care Trust, will offer NHS dental 
services. 

The Oasis practice, which has full disabled access, 
will have two surgeries from which two dentists and 
a dental therapist will operate. 

Sign 

Debbie Pearson, Tipton Traders chairwoman who 
has run Tip’n Cut Barbers in Owen Street for 11 
years, said: “It’s good news that new business are 
starting to come into the town — it’s a good sign.” 

Primecare meanwhile expects to see more than 
4,000 patients in its first year of opening and will 
have three dentists, supported by dental nurses, 
receptionists and a practice manager. 

The company’s operations director, Sarah Camp¬ 
bell said: “We are really pleased to be opening this 
new dental practice in Sandwell, providing addi¬ 
tional access to NHS dental care in brand new, state- 
of-the-art facilities” 

Both practices will offer extended opening and will 
be open between 9am and 6pm on Mondays, Wednes¬ 
days and Fridays and stay open until 8pm on 
Tuesday and Thursdays and Saturday mornings 
from 9am to 1pm. 

Tony Roper, of Great Bridge Traders Association, 
said: “It’s grand news, dentists are always needed 
and we could do with them in Great Bridge. It’s great 
we’re getting NHS services. I’m all for the new 
surgery coming and if they’re recruiting locally that 
would be even better.” 


Plans to merge 
council services 
in early stages 

PLANS to merge back office work at Black 
Country councils are still in early stages, says 
Sandwell Council leader Darren Cooper. 

Services such as trading standards and informa¬ 
tion technology may be shared by councils to boost 
efficiency and save cash. Other services which may 
merge include emergency planning, health and 
safety, public health and out-of-borough children’s 
services. The move comes as councils look to cut 
costs. 

Cabinet members from Sandwell, Dudley, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton agreed to look at how a scheme 
might work at a joint meeting this week. A report by 
senior managers will set out guiding principles and 
suggesting services to include. 

Cllr Cooper said it was right to look at all options 
but the idea was still at an early stage. 

Savings 

“Given the cuts we are all having to make as a 
result of central Government funding restrictions, 
we are obviously looking very closely at everything 
that we currently carry out to see if any savings can 
be made,” he said. 

The team of senior managers will now work out 
how the scheme might operate and report back at a 
later date. 

Councillor Anne Millward, leader of Dudley 
Council, added: “We are always exploring ways in 
which we can deliver services as effectively and effi¬ 
ciently as possible.” 


Station cycle rack 

A CYCLE rack has been installed at a rail station. 
It is near to Rowley Regis station entrance, next to 
the Birmingham-bound platform, and has 10 hoops, 
providing under cover housing for up to 20 bikes. 

It has been installed by transport authority 
Centro for people keen to leave their cars at home. 

The rack was supplied and installed by Lock-it- 
Safe. 
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Friendly shopkeeper was stabbed to death 



The Select store in Kingstanding 


A MURDER investigation has 
been launched after a shopkeeper 
was stabbed to death in Kingstand¬ 
ing, Birmingham. 

The 48-year-old victim, named as 
Suppiah Tharmaseelan, was attacked at 
Select Convenience Store in College 
Road, Kingstanding, during a suspected 
robbery. He was pronounced dead at the 
scene on Saturday night. 


A man and a woman, both aged m their 
20s, were arrested at at an address near 
Kingstanding and a 29-year-old man was 
arrested on Monday morning. They were 
helping police with their inquiries. 

A businessman has told how the 
victim’s teenage daughter saw the stab¬ 
bing on the store’s security camera 
system as she sat in the family flat above 
the shop. Abid Hussain, owner of a store 
on the same street as the shop, said the 


victim, who was originally from India, 
was a family man. 

“He had three children - two sons and 
a daughter - and a wife. There was 
always a smile on his face and he really 
looked after his customers.” 

“I spoke to a relative of his wife and he 
told me the daughter was watching the 
CCTV upstairs and she saw it all happen¬ 
ing. I heard she was the one who called 
police.” 


Detectives have launched Operation 
Skyblue to investigate the attack. 

Acting Superintendent Richard Youds 
said: “We would like to speak to anyone 
who saw four men running from the store 
or anyone who has information that 
could lead to their identity 

Contact Operation Skyblue on 0345 
113 5000 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111 . 



Suppiah Tharmaseelan 


Tributes to mother 
killed in bus crash 


TRIBUTES have 
been paid to a care 
worker from 

Wednesbury who 
was killed in a road 
accident. 

Mother-of-seven 
Jacqueline Ottley, 
aged 43, was killed 
when her Mini and a 
number 428 bus car¬ 
rying pupils from 
Wodensborough 
Technology Commu¬ 
nity College collided 
in West Bromwich. 

Her daughter 

Kasheay said: “We are 
just all in shock. She 
was someone who you 
could count on. We all 
love our mum and we 
are just going to do 
everything we can to 
make her proud.” 

Another daughter 
Kyiesha said: “She was 
a strong, inspirational 



Jacqueline Ottley 

woman and we love her” 
and daughter Kacey 
added: “I will miss her, 
she was my everything.” 

Jacqueline Ottley’s 
own mother, Ivy Ottley 
from Wednesbury, 
added: “We didn’t have a 
mother and daughter 
relationship, we were 
like sisters and best 


friends. She was every¬ 
thing to me.” 

Jacqueline, who had 
seven children and one 
grandchild, was killed 
as she returned from a 
trip to the shops at 
around 3.50pm in 
Church Lane last 
Wednesday. 

Schoolchildren 

Twelve people includ¬ 
ing schoolchildren, the 
bus driver and a preg¬ 
nant woman were also 
hurt in the collision. 

Some of the children 
were taken to hospital 
with cuts and bruises 
and Church Lane was 
sealed off between 
Byron Street and 
Ridgacre Road for 
almost five hours while 
police conducted inves¬ 
tigations. 

Anyone who wit¬ 
nessed the crash is 
asked to contact police 
on 0345 113 5000. 


Sick yobs target town’s 
memorial tree of light 


Promise to help 



Development worker Pete Griffiths and community service officer Hazel 
Brown (front), as well as New Life Community Fellowship leader Winsome 
Brown (far left) get ready to help the homeless on Christmas Day 


Technical 
tip hitch 
will cost 
£ 650,000 

SORTING out the transfer of a 
site processing waste in San dwell 
to private company Serco will cost 
taxpayers £650,000 and will take 
until May of next year. 

Serco was due to take over the £650 
million waste contract in the borough 
this month - including collecting 
bins - but the company does not have 
a permit to run the Shidas Lane Recy¬ 
cling Centre in Oldbury. 

The previous contractor will con¬ 
tinue to operate the site and the tax¬ 
payer will pay for its management 
fees, transport and waste treatment. 

Councillor Derek Rowley, 
Sandwell’s neighbourhoods chief, 
said: “Serco will be applying to the 
Environment Agency for the transfer 
of the environmental permit from 
May Gurney to themselves for the 
running of the Household Recycling 
Centre in Shidas Lane. 

“Serco could not apply prior to being 
awarded the contract. There is no 
delay in the Serco contract. These 
kind of permit transfers typically take 
about five months to process so May 
Gurney will continue to operate the 
site until the transfer has been com¬ 
pleted. The £650,000 is what we are 
paying to May Gurney for six months’ 
worth of management fees and any 
costs for transportation, treatment 
and recycling of materials deposited 
at the centre by the public, and which 
is in line with current fees for a 
similar period.” 

Strike 

Contracts have now finally been 
exchanged with all 136 binmen at 
Sandwell Council having their 
employment transferred to Serco. 

No jobs will be lost and the dispute 
between binmen and the council, 
which saw a strike in which bins went 
uncollected, is now officially over. 

Councillors agreed to enter into a 
25-year partnership with the firm. 

Eight questioned 
over the death of 
Polish lorry driver 

POLICE have been questioning 
eight men arrested after a Polish lorry 
driver was found dead by the roadside 
in Dudley. The men have been bailed. 

Detectives investigating the death 
of Bogdan Bartczak executed war¬ 
rants in Tipton, West Bromwich and 
Oldbury. 


TIPTON’S Tree of Light was tar¬ 
geted by vandals three times before 
the official switch-on ceremony took 
place on Friday. 

Yobs tore down strings of lights, 
dedicated by the people of the town to 
loved ones who have died. 

Last year around 500 people spon¬ 
sored a light to have their relatives or 
friends named on boards around the 
tree. 

The Tree of Light, which has been 
in place each Christmas for the last 
15 years, is in Owen Street and was 
first attacked on the Sunday before 
last. 

Ray Brothwood, who as chairman 
of Tipton Civic Society organises the 
annual event, discovered the damage 
when he went to check on the tree. 

The 70-year-old, of New Birming¬ 
ham Road, Tipton, discovered 
smashed glass. He said: “I went back 
round after reporting it to the council 
on the Monday, only to find it had 
happened all over again. 

“They had been smashing the bulbs 
against the walls and street, with 


glass strewn all around. On the 
Wednesday they came back again 
and removed every bulb it was possi¬ 
ble to reach or pull down, so there are 
just a handful now, right at the top of 
the tree. 

“There is a huge problem with yobs 
around the Owen Street area and I 
was disgusted that there were such 
toe-rags in Tipton. I can’t believe that 
anyone would do this kind of thing.” 

Ruined 

Mr Brothwood said the tree has not 
been targeted before. He said: “In all 
the 15 years I have been involved in 
this I have never seen anything like 
this. 

“It isn’t just a tree with lights on it, 
it is a memorial tree — so many people 
have got involved to remember the 
people they love, just for it to be 
ruined by these yobs.” 

Councillor Derek Rowley 
Sandwell’s neighbourhoods chief, 
said replacement lights had been pro¬ 
vided. 

All money raised from the tree will 
go to cancer charities in Sandwell. 


A COMMUNITY leader has 
pledged to take care of the 
“homeless and lonely” this 
Christmas after being inspired 
by the memory of a West 
Bromwich man. 

Winsome Brown runs the New Life 
Community Fellowship group, based 
at Hill Top Community Centre, and 
is hoping to host around 100 people 
for dinner on Christmas Day. 

Along with other members of the 
church group, Winsome plans to 
walk the streets of Hill Top on Christ¬ 
mas Day and invite homeless people 
to their centre for lunch and games. 

She also wants people with mental 
health problems and those elderly 
people who haven’t got anyone to 
share Christmas with, to get 
involved in what’s being called Christ 
of Christmas; Helping the Homeless 
and Loving the Lonely. 

Her motivation for such an out¬ 
pouring of good will is the memory of 
a homeless man whose dead body 


was found near West Bromwich 
Town Hall on Christmas Day in 2005. 

“It’s a story which has always 
pulled at my heartstrings,” Winsome 
said. “I often ask myself, who cares 
for homeless people on Christmas 
Day? 

“Everyone else will have a lovely 
day with their family and friends, but 
homeless people don’t get that privi¬ 
lege. I want to do something to reach 
out and help serve the community.” 

Nativity 

The New Life Community Fellow¬ 
ship, part of the Seventh Day Adven¬ 
tist Church, is self-funded and a 
member of the team is taking on the 
role of caterer on Christmas Day. 

A Christmas nativity service takes 
place at 10am on Christmas morning 
at the centre, with lunch following 
from 12.30pm. 

If anyone knows of someone who 
the group could help on Christmas 
Day, should call Winsome on 07727 
270753. 


Still no 
decision 
on site 

THE future of a former commu¬ 
nity hall which was gutted by fire 
will not be settled until the new 
year - despite a 2,000-name peti¬ 
tion calling for it to be returned to 
a volunteer group of air cadets. 

Campaigners want the site of the 
council-owned former Langley Hall, 
in Vicarage Street, Oldbury, to revert 
to a base for the RAF 888 Oldbury 
Squadron Air Training Corps. 

But council bosses said it would 
take a few weeks for the site to be 
assessed before they take a decision 
in January. 

Councillor Ian Jones, who will 
decide the future of the site as 
Sandwell’s jobs boss, said: “We’re cur¬ 
rently looking at the options for 
Langley Hall and Farley House next 
door. 

“We’re hoping the assessment will 
be completed over the next few weeks 
and a formal report will be presented 
to members in the new year.” 

The hall had been set to become the 
Langley Islamic Culture Centre until 
arsonists struck in June, causing 
£50,000 worth of damage. 

Delay 

After the fire, the Islamic group 
wrote to Sandwell Council saying it 
was no longer interested in the site. 

Now nearby householders want the 
site to be used by local cadets. 

Sally Scarlett, of Langley Hall Res¬ 
idents’ Action Group, said: “I am not 
very pleased about the delay. I am dis¬ 
gusted with the council. 

“We’ve been waiting now for a deci¬ 
sion on the hall for two years and cer¬ 
tainly since it burnt down for a 
decision and now they will decide on 
Farley House at the same time. They 
promised us they would come back to 
us by October 29 but I want to know 
what they are hiding.” 

Jim Burton, of Vicarage Road, said: 
“They are not telling us anything at 
the moment. We are in the dark.” 


Parking restrictions 

PARKING restrictions were intro¬ 
duced on 26 roads across Sandwell, 
including no-stopping zones outside 
schools, this week. 

There will be no waiting at any time on 
roads including Brett Street, Crankhall 
Lane, Potters Lane, Willett Road and parts 
of Kiniths Crescent. 

The restrictions will also come into force 
in parts of Birchfield Way, Dial Lane, 
Eldalade Way, Glastonbury Road, Highland 
Road and Hillcrest Road. Others affected 
include Isaac Walton Place, Laburnum 
Road, Langford Avenue, Laurel Road, and 
Wilderness Lane. There will also be no stop¬ 
ping at school entrances in part of the south 
side of Eastwood Road in Great Barr and 
part of the south side of Walton Road in 
Wednesbury. 


Police believe man was lured to his death 


THE detective leading 
a murder investigation 
after a man was found 
shot dead in a disused 
Smethwick factory has 
not ruled out a “gang¬ 
land killing”. 

Leon Corey Robinson, 
aged 33, known as 
Bucky, was discovered 


in an industrial unit in 
Foundry on November 
18. He had been shot in 
the head. 

Acting Chief Insp 
Wayne Jones said: “We 
can’t rule out a gangland 
killing. We think he was 
probably lured here. He 
wasn’t a gang member.” 


Police are trying to 
piece together his move¬ 
ments after 11.10pm on 
November 7, when he 
went missing from his 
home in Rubery. Contact 
the incident room on 
0345 113 5000. Or call 
Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 
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Rob Bushell with Diane and 
Jonathan 


Rob thrives on help with home scheme 


A FAMILY who invited a teenager to live 
with them in an innovative scheme are 
encouraging others to do the same. 

Rob Bushell, aged 17, of West Bromwich, felt he 
needed a fresh start in order to achieve his ambir- 
tions. He wanted to get a college place to qualify to 
become a doorman. After talking to support 
workers at the YMCA, Carters Green, he got a 
place to stay with Diane and Jonathan James in 
Tipton. 

Diane, 48, said: “I saw an advert saying the 
YMCA was looking for people who could give a 
home to a young person. I work for Birmingham 
City Council assessing youngsters with special 


educational needs and Jonathan is a lecturer in 
motor sports so we both regularly come into 
contact with young people. We have a son, 19- 
year-old Liam, and when we told him about our 
idea he was all for it.” 

They met Rob in February last year and, after a 
second meeting, Rob decided to live with the 
couple and their son. 

Jonathan, 44, said: “It was amazing to see his 
face when he walked into our home - we just have 
a normal, semi-detached house but he was 
stunned at how nice it was. Mixing with the wrong 
people meant Rob was close to being chucked out 
of his employment training. However, now he 
studies business administration at Dudley 


College and recently received a commendation 
from them.” 

Diane added: ‘We gave Rob basic house rules 
and when he got used to being here he would 
spend hours talking to us.” 

Encouraged 

Rob said: “Before moving in with Diane and 
Jonathan I lived an unhealthy lifestyle of drinking 
and smoking. I wasn’t doing much with my life. 
Diane and Jonathan have encouraged me to do 
more with my life.” 

For information on the scheme call Dan Kroon 
on 0121 524 1950. 


Haifa 
million 
tag on 
Victorian 
building 

HISTORIC Grade II 
listed Astle House, near 
West Bromwich town 
centre, will go to auction 
again next week. 

The building dating- 
back to 1883 is the 
former home of the print¬ 
ing and publishing firm 
Kenrick & Jefferson, 

It has been on the 
market for months and, 
despite some interest in 
the property, a buyer has 
not been found. 

It will now be auc¬ 
tioned by Bigwood at 
Villa Park on Wednesday, 
December 8, with a guide 
price over £500,000. 

The building has failed 
to sell at auction twice 
and it was hoped it would 
be sold on the open 
market. It was last at 
auction at Aston Villa’s 
Holte Suite in April 
where interest failed to 
reach the £550,000 guide 
price. 

In October last year it 
was set to be sold for 
£525,000 - £50,000 

below the original asking 
price - but the sale fell 
through, despite a large 
deposit being put down. 

Astle House covers 
10,000sq ft and is next to 
the Astle Park retail 
complex. 

The site has already 
been granted permission 
by Sandwell Council to 
be transformed into a 
leisure venture. 


No to 
flats 

PLANS to create seven 
flats above two shops in 
West Bromwich High 
Street have been refused 
by Sandwell planners, 
who say the development 
is “a poor design”. 

Mr Surjit Hayer of 
High Street, West 
Bromwich had submitted 
the application. 


Burglaries warning 
after series of raids 


GREAT Barr residents are 
being urged to be on their 
guard following a spate of bur¬ 
glaries in the area. 

Burglars have struck 16 times 
in the Newton area during the last 
eight weeks and police are step¬ 
ping up patrols. 

Raiders have targeted Wadding- 
ton Avenue, Appleton Avenue and 
James Road taking small con¬ 
cealed items like laptops, jew¬ 
ellery and cash. 

Officers from the the Newton neigh¬ 
bourhood team are increasing their 
patrols and urging residents to report 
any suspicious behaviour. 

Sergeant Kym Jones who leads the 
Newton neighbourhood team, said: 
“We have got quite a big burglary 
problem at the very north of the 
Newton area. 

“Places such as Waddington and 
Appleton Avenue are being targeted 
because it is very dense housing, there 
are lots of houses and about 12 months 
ago we were a force hotspot for bur¬ 
glary. 


“They are taking small concealable 
items, no televisions are being taken, 
it is cash and jewellery and laptops. 

Windows 

“They are generally making access 
via insecure back gates and rear 
windows are being forced and they will 
climb onto kitchen windowsills.” 

Officers now want residents to 
report any suspicious activity or 
alarms as soon as possible. 

She added: “We need the eyes and 
ears of the community so we have the 
ability to attend incidents in real time. 

“As soon as a house alarm is set off, 
we need to know, as it could be the 
start of a burglary. 

“ If someone is acting suspiciously 
and we are made aware, our presence 
in the area would most likely discour¬ 
age the offender from committing the 
offence. 

“Burglary is a priority for us and we 
are determined to catch those respon¬ 
sible.” 

Contact police on 0345 113 5000 or 
in emergency 999. 


New jobs at a 
busy family pub 


A BUSY pub in 
West Bromwich is set 
for an extension 
which will see it 
almost double the 
number of staff it 
employs. 

The Red Lion wants to 
build a 369 sq ft ground 
floor extension to 
provide a larger store 
room following a boom in 
trade. 

Staff 

The proposals would 
see the number of staff 
increase from five to 
nine. 

Plans have been 
lodged with Sandwell 
Council. 


In November the pub, 
which is located on the 
corner of All Saints Way 
and Stanway Road, was 
granted permission to 
increase the size of the 
rear customer lounge 
area as well as the 
kitchen. 

The work has led to an 
increase in the number 
of families using the pub, 
meaning existing store 
facilities are inadequate. 

A design and access 
statement submitted to 
the council on behalf of 
the applicants by agent 
Waheed Khan of Clive¬ 
den Avenue, Birming¬ 
ham, states: “Recently 
the pub was taken over 


by new owners and 
refurbished and 

extended with larger 
dining hall and an exten¬ 
sion to the kitchen. 

Accidents 

“This has led to a few 
accidents where staff 
have bumped into each 
other and have been 
injured.” 

According to the 
report the owners have 
consulted with residents 
about the plans and 
there have been no objec¬ 
tions to the scheme. 

The pub’s existing 
2pm to 11pm opening 
hours would remain. 



School of beauty 


Carl Siciliano, managing director of the Francesca Salvanti Academy with 
Wood Green pupils Kirstie Brown, Kirsty Fellows, Louise Rowley and Emma 
Matthews 


BUDDING beauticians are per¬ 
fecting their trade at a new hair 
and beauty salon at a Wednesbury 
school. 

Wood Green High School has opened 
the fully functional salon at its Wood 
Green Road base. 

The salon is a new venture for the 
school and is a partnership with the 
Francesca Salvanti Academy. 

The salon will help deliver various 
hair and beauty qualifications to 
pupils at Wood Green and surrounding 
schools. 


The facility is currently used by 
pupils in years 10 and 11 but it is 
hoped that sixth from students will 
soon be involved. 

The salon allows students to cut 
hair, shampoo and condition, style, 
dress and finish hair, as well as carry 
out make-up applications and nail 
care.There is also a beauty and 
massage room. 

Headteacher of the school, Mr Pank 
Patel, said: “We are very pleased to be 
able to create new opportunities for 
our young people.” 


Festive fun 
on the farm 


A PROGRAMME of 
Christmas activities has 
been unveiled at West 
Bromwich beauty spot 
Sandwell Park Farm. 

Festive events at the 
Sandwell Valley attrac¬ 
tion include Santa at his 
grotto, where he will be 
every weekend and 
during the week in the 
run-up to Christmas 
until December 23. 

Group bookings are 
available throughout 
December and children 
can post letters to Santa 
in a special post box to 
get receive a reply. 

Those wanting to pick 


up decorations can also 
visit the gift shops where 
Christmas goods will 
also be on sale, while 
festive food will be avail¬ 
able in the farm’s tea 
room. 

Singing 

On December 11 and 
12 there will be a Victo¬ 
rian Christmas event at 
the Salter’s Lane farm 
between 10am and 
4.30pm. 

The event will also 
feature carol singing and 
children’s entertainment 
with a Punch and Judy 
show. 


Warning over 
phone call con 

SANDWELL folk are being told to ignore an email 
and phone con asking people to phone a premium 
rate number to retrieve a phantom parcel. 

Under the con, cards are pushed through resi¬ 
dents’ doors saying they have missed a parcel deliv¬ 
ery from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery 
Service) and need to contact them on 0906 6611911. 

Callers are greeted by a recorded message. As soon 
as the message starts they are billed for the call. 

Wednesbury South Councillor Olwen Jones is 
putting warning leaflets through nearby businesses’ 
doors to alert them. 

Cllr Jones said: “I have been told as soon as you 
hear the recorded message you are charged as much 
as £315 immediately.” 

Crimestoppers and Trading Standards confirmed 
they had received reportsof the con. 

Residents can call PhonepayPlus on 0800 500 212 
for information. 

Carols concert 
at the town hall 

PREPARATIONS are well in hand for the 121st 
annual Christmas carol concert at West Bromwich 
town hall. 

It is taking place on Saturday December 11 at the 
Town Hall in High Street. 

Following a tradition which began in 1889, people 
gather every year in the charming setting of the 
Town Hall to sing carols on the run up to Christmas. 

Choir 

This year will be no exception and the concert will 
feature a contrast of traditional and lively music 
and song throughout the evening with performances 
from Langley Band, Warley Male Choir and Soloist 
Maggie O’Hara. The evening will be compered by 
Mike Wyer. 

A limited number of tickets are left at £3 each and 
can be obtained from Jane Johnson, Sandwell 
Council cultural services, Environment House, 
Lombard Street, West Bromwich, B70 8RU. State if 
you would like main hall or balcony seats. Contact 
Jane Johnson on 0121 569 8276. 


Haunting tales 

HISTORIAN Ian Bott will be doing his best to 
scare his audience when he gives a talk and slide 
show on the haunted Black Country. 

He will be at Stone Cross Library in Beverley 
Road, West Bromwich, at 2.30pm on Monday 
December 6. Anyone wishing to go along should 
contact the library on 0121 588 2367. 

Fright nights are proving to be more and more 
popular in Sandwell. Staff at Sandwell’s historic 
houses are being inundated with requests to stage 
paranormal nights. 
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Social care praise 


Neighbourhood meets 


Ex-pub 
is now 

a store 

A FORMER pub in West 
Bromwich that was a magnet 
vandals has reopened as a con¬ 
venience store. 

Works to transform The Junction 
in Witton Lane into a Nisa Local shop 
have been completed. The facelift 
includes two flats above the store. 

After it closed the Hill Top pub was 
plagued by vandals and fly-tippers, 
before buyers stepped in to take the 
site over. 

New owner Jag Purewal said: “It’s 
great we’ve now opened. We’re 
getting good vibes from all the neigh¬ 
bours near us.” 

Camera 

Mr Purewall, who also worked on 
projects to refit shops on Brierley Hill 
High Street before taking on The 
Junction, said: “While we were doing 
the works, we had fly-tippers strike 
here about four times as well. But we 
should not have any more problems. 
We’ve got camera systems in place 
now so if they do come again they will 
get caught because they work in the 
dark as well.” 

The nearby Fountain Inn is also set 
to be converted into a convenience 
store and flats after being bought by 
developers. The pub in Holloway 
Bank was expected to attract interest 
from property developers when it 
first went on the market for 
£375,000. But in May, London-based 
Paramount Investments which 
handled its sale, dropped the asking 
price to £240,000. 

Hammer man 
sent to prison 

A MAN found with an axe and 
hammer in West Bromwich has been 
jailed for 46 days. 

Paul Parker, 27, was found guilty of 
one count of possession of a bladed 
article after a trial at West Bromwich 
Magistrates Court last week. 

Rosie Sivia, prosecuting, said police 
searched Parker in Bagnall Street on 
July 29 after being called to a report of 
a disturbance in the road. 

When asked if he had anything on 
him they should know about, Parker 
produced a hammer and an axe from 
inside his denim jacket. 

Miss Sivia said he admitted the axe 
was his in a police interview but said 
he had a legitimate use for it. He said 
he regularly went tatting - collecting 
scrap metal - and used the tools to cut 
wire and break up appliances. 

Rafe Turner, defending, said his 
client had lent the tools to a friend, 
who lived in Beeches Road, and when 
he was stopped by police he was taking 
them home. 

He said Parker, now of no fixed 
abode, had been compliant with police. 
But magistrates found him guilty, 
highlighting inconsistencies with his 
version of events - for instance, what 
time he finished tatting that day. 

Bench chairman Tarsem Sidhu said: 
“We find this is so serious that only a 
custodial sentence is appropriate. 

“We will not tolerate the carrying of 
such items in public places.” 


SANDWELL Council s adult social 
care service has won the highest per¬ 
formance rating — going from a well¬ 
rated service to an excellent one. 

Inspectors from health and social 
care watchdog the Care Quality 
Commission announced that the 
council is performing excellently in 
four of the seven outcomes and per¬ 
forming well in the other three. 

It means the service is now among 
the best in the country after being 


MORE than 2,000 cam¬ 
paigners are calling for 
Sandwell health bosses to 
fund specialist medication for 
a man suffering from a brain 
tumour. 

In just two weeks residents put 
their signatures to a petition 
calling for Sandwell Primary 
Care Trust to reconsider funding 
Keith Walker, aged 52, from 
Wednesbury, who has a rare 
tumour on his pituitary gland. 

Mr Walker suffers from 
acromegaly, which it is feared will 
affect his internal organs, develop 
cancers and cause his bones to grow if 
left untreated. 



Keith Walker 


WEST Bromwich Building 
Society attracted 21,000 new 
members and cut losses by half in 
18 months after being brought to 
its knees in the recession. 

Bailed out in a £182.5 million deal 
with the Financial Services Authority 
after a £48.8 million loss, the society 
went “back to basics”. 

As a result losses in the last six 
months fell to £5.5 million from £11.7 
million a year ago as income rose by 
£1 million to £24.9 million. 

Chief executive Robert Sharpe, 
architect of the ground-breaking deal 
that saved the society, said figures 
represented “another major step in 
returning the society to profit.” 

He said: “The society is about to 
embark on a range of exciting devel- 


rated excellent overall - a move up 
from the “performing well” rating of 
last year. There are only 36 other 
councils rated excellent for adult 
social care. 

Andrea Pope-Smith, director of 
adult services and health at 
Sandwell, said: “This is a terrific 
achievement for the council and one 
that all the staff at adult services and 
health can be proud of.” 


Doctors have told Mr Walker, from 
Queen Street, a drug called Pegviso- 
mant will help keep his condition 
under control but has been told it is 
too expensive at £50,000 for one 
course of treatment. Campaigners 
are now calling for health chiefs to 
revise their decision and his local 
councillor Elaine Costigan was join 
Keith in a meeting this week with 
primary care trust chief executive 
Rob Bacon, when the petition was to 
be handed over. 

Mr Walker, who lives with his 
partner Elaine Collins and her 
daughter Gemma, said: “Almost 
everyone I have spoken to is appalled 
by the decision. 

“I want to see my grandchildren 
grow up. I’m grateful for everyone’s 
support. I just hope the PCT will 
reconsider.” 

Keith was first diagnosed at 
Wolverhampton’s New Cross Hospi¬ 
tal in October 2006 and had surgery 
around Christmas 2007. 

A five-week course of radiotherapy, 
five days a week, followed but the con¬ 
dition has still caused Keith to have 
regular headaches and to have to go 
to hospital for injections. 

Cllr Elaine Costigan, for Wednes¬ 
bury North ward, has helped Keith 
through the PCT appeal and to organ¬ 
ise the petition. 

She said: “This is is a serious thing, 
it’s somebody’s life. I just want the 
PCT to take some responsibility. 

“We’re asking the PCT to see what 
they can offer him even if it’s not the 
full amount. 

“He’s paid in all his life to the NHS 
and at the moment he’s getting zilch.” 


opments — a revitalised brand, an 
extensive branch modernisation pro¬ 
gramme and a new head office — 
which will enhance the services we 
provide to our customers and commu¬ 
nities, signifying the West Brom’s 
growing confidence as the leading 
building society in Birmingham and 
the Black Country, and the sixth 
biggest in the UK.” 

All Saints 

It is moving from its town High 
Street HQ to the new All Saints devel¬ 
opment and is expected to unveil 
details of a £5 million rebranding 
exercise next week. 

It includes changing the trading 
name to ‘The West Brom’ and intro¬ 
ducing a new green and purple logo. 


PEOPLE in Smethwick can raise 
crime, anti-social behaviour or envi¬ 
ronmental concerns at forum meet¬ 
ings. Forums are a chance for people 
to bring concerns about their area to 
the attention of the council’s neigh¬ 
bourhood managers, police and other 
partner organisations. 

The next meetings are: Today 
(Thursday) for Soho/Victoria, at 
Church of God of Prophecy, Regent 
Street, Smethwick; Wednesday 


PUPILS from a secondary 
school joined members of a 
newly-formed residents’ group to 
plant bulbs around a Wednes¬ 
bury pool. 

The planting, which took place 
around Hydes Road Pool last week, is 
the Friends of Hydes Road Pool 
group’s first initiative. 

Set up in September, the group 
aims to breathe life into the Woden 
Road South-based pool, which has 
come close to drying up in the past. 


(December 8) for Abbey, at St Mary's 
Church, St Mary's Road, Bearwood; 
December 14 for St Pauls’neighbour¬ 
hood, at the Hindu Cultural Centre, 
Spon Lane South, Smethwick. All 
meetings from 6 to 8pm. 

For more information about 
forums in Soho and Victoria, contact 
neighbourhood manager Rohit 
Mistry on (0121) 569 5154; for 
Smethwick, call Santokh Singh on 
(0121) 569 5377. 


A handful of teenagers from Hydes 
Road-based Wodensborough Com¬ 
munity Technology College helped 
with the planting. 

Olwen Jones, a Sandwell council¬ 
lor as well as being the group’s vice 
chairman, said: “We decided one 
thing we could do immediately to 
enhance the area would be to plant 
some bulbs. 

“We had 10 bags that were kindly 
donated by the Wednesbury branch 
of B&Q. We’re really grateful to 
everyone for helping.” 


Warning 
on fake 
top-ups 

FRAUDSTERS targeting pre¬ 
pay electricity customers in the 
Black Country have carried out 
more than 3,500 scams in the past 
year, figures reveal. 

Sandwell and Wolverhampton have 
been named in a top 20 list of hotspots 
nationwide released by an energy 
watchdog. Bogus top up cards have 
been sold to thousands of residents in 
the region. 

There have been 2,331 reports of 
pre-pay meter fraud in eighth-placed 
Wolverhampton and 1,289 in 
Sandwell, which was 14th, this year. 

London, Manchester and Liverpool 
were also badly hit. 

Watchdog Energy UK released the 
figures to highlight the problem, 
thought to be on the rise as household¬ 
ers try to trim their bills in the tough 
economic climate. 

Fraud 

Director Christine McGourty said: 
“Since launching the Top-up Safe cam¬ 
paign in September, energy companies 
have been working together to tackle 
prepayment fraud. 

“However, the numbers of incidents 
continue to rise as more people fall 
victim to this serious scam. 

“The people selling these illegal top- 
ups are criminals. 

“It might seem like an easy way to 
save money, however not only will you 
be letting a criminal into your home, 
but you will also end up having to pay 
out twice for the top up.” 

Worker was 
barged over 

A SUPERVISOR at GeoPost UK in 
Smethwick barged one of his workers 
into wooden pallets, causing him to 
fall to the floor and suffer cuts and 
scratches on his shins. 

Sort controller Robert Adams 
admitted assaulting Baihar Poar 
when he appeared before Warley 
Magistrates Court last week. Maxine 
Jarrousse, prosecuting, said the 
offence happened during a night shift 
at the parcel firm’s Roebuck Lane 
depot in Smethwick in April. 

She said Mr Poar was talking to a 
colleague at about 1.30am when he 
felt a push in his back. He fell to the 
ground and suffered cuts and 
scratches on his shins. 

Adams, who has worked for 
GeoPost UK for 22 years, initially 
denied the offence. It had been listed 
for trial but he changed plea to guilty. 

Andrew Chowdhury, defending, 
said his client, aged 48, and the victim 
had both gone for the same job six 
years ago and there had been “bad 
blood” between them since. 

He said that on the night in ques¬ 
tion, Adams, of Old Fallings Lane, 
Wolverhampton, had been told a lorry 
needed to be loaded in 15 minutes and 
knocked into Mr Poar as he ran from 
one job to another. 

Mr Chowdhury said GeoPost, 
which also has a depot in Oldbury, 
conducted its own inquiry which 
found that Adams was not to blame. 

Adams was given a two-year condi¬ 
tional discharge and ordered to pay 
£20 compensation with £80 costs. 
Bench chairman Frank Holt said: ‘We 
accept this was reckless rather than 
intentional.” 


Petition is backing 
call for tumour drug 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


dig in 



From left, Friends of Hydes Road Pool chairman Terry Green with school 
pupils Oliver Hughes, 14, and Matthew Thickett, 14, from West Bromwich 


West Brom is bouncing back 
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‘Iconic’ pavilion at 
heart of the parkt 


THESE are the 
first images of a 
£900,000 commu¬ 
nity pavilion that 
will be built at Dart¬ 
mouth Park in West 
Bromwich. 

The structure will 
be a landmark feature 
at the park, which is 
having a £6.3 million 
revamp. 

Building work on the 
pavilion is set to start 
next month. 

Refreshment rooms 
and a pavilion were built 
in West Bromwich’s 
Dartmouth Park in 1887 
but eventually closed 
their doors in 1976. 
Seven years later, in 
1983 they were damaged 
by arsonists and the 
building was demol¬ 
ished. 

Plans for a pavilion are 
central to the refurbish¬ 
ment of the park. The 
building will incorporate 
an events room, areas for 
exhibition and displays, 
staff offices and public 
toilets. 

Roof 

It will also incorporate 
a woodland walk, which 
is a semi-external route 
protected from the ele¬ 
ments by a roof and open 
glimpses of the park 
through the external clad 
timber screen. 

It has been designed by 
local architects Bryant 
Priest Newman and it is 
hoped it will open by next 
summer. 

Sandwell’s leisure and 
culture boss, Councillor 
Ann Shackleton, said: “I 
have visited the park and 
I was just amazed at the 



An artist’s impression of how West Bromwich’s Dartmouth Park pavilion could soon look 


transformation that has 
already happened, and 
now it has got to the 
stage where I can almost 
see the finished product. 

“I think the pavilion 
will be in keeping with 
the park, it will be an 
iconic building, it’s very, 
very different.” 

Work to improve the 
borough’s flagship park 
began in January this 
year. 

Restoration work to 
the Main Avenue, the 
entrances into the park 
and the boundary walls 
and railings has begun. 

Once the pavilion has 


been completed there 
will be improvement to 
the northern area of the 
park, which will include 
a children’s playground 
and skateboard park. 

Lakes 

The last phase of 
works will see the south¬ 
ern area of the park, 
including the lakes, 
improved. 

Under the plans the 
restoration of the park is 
scheduled to be complete 
by the summer of 2012. 

Much of the work has 
been funded by the Her¬ 
itage Lottery Fund. 


Service helps 
he bereaved 


A SERVICE giving practical advice and assistance to bereaved fami¬ 
lies is offering more help. 

The ‘Tell Us Once’ service makes it easier to notify councils, government 
departments, and other organisations of a death. It helped more than 800 
people in its first year in Sandwell. 

The Department of Work and Pensions is now rolling out direct links with Sandwell’s 
Tell Us Once service, meaning people should find it easier to deal with the official impli¬ 
cations of the death of a loved one. Now staff can gather information from bereaved 
families and friends and pass on the details directly 
to relevant Government and council departments. 

The council-run service, based at Sandwell 
Bereavement Support Centre at the Register Office, 
Highfields, West Bromwich, was launched in April 
last year. Staff can notify departments such as 
council tax, housing benefit, Sandwell Homes, social 
services, as well as the Passport Office, DVLA, and 
West Midlands Pension Service when someone dies. 


The gritter 
on Twitter 

AS the temperature falls, 
Sandwell Council will be letting 
people know when the gritters are 
on patrol via twitter. 

Twitter users can follow 
@sandwellcouncil and look for the 
#grittertwitter hashtag for 
updates. 

The council has more than 1,400 
followers via twitter and gritting 
updates and school closures are 
some of the subjects people want to 
hear about via the social network¬ 
ing site. 

The council holds more than 
6,500 tonnes of rock salt at its base 
in Taylors Lane in Oldbury, 1,000 
tonnes more than was used during 
last winter. 


Benefits 

They can also give advice on contacting Centro, TV 
Licensing and the Post Office regarding card 
accounts, also they can provide information about 
help with funeral costs, bereavement benefits and 
probate. Staff can answer questions about the 
funeral process, memorials, cemeteries and any 
other queries people may have. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for safer 
neighbourhoods Cllr Derek Rowley said: “It is a dif¬ 
ficult time when we lose a loved one, especially with 
all the forms and that have to be completed and 
arrangements made. The Tell Us Once service pro¬ 
vides helpful and practical advice to make things a 
little easier and remove some of the burden.” 

To make an appointment, call 0121 569 2491. 


Bid to avoid winter school closures 


PUPILS in Sandwell have lost 
212 school days to ice and snow so 
far this year, as temperatures 
being to plummet again. 

Each of the borough’s 106 schools 
closed for an average of two days in 
January and February during cold 
snaps. 

Sandwell Council has introduced new 
guidelines in a bid to keep more schools 
open as temperatures drop this winter. 

This year’s closures have already topped 
figures for 2009, when 206 days were lost. 


The longest closure was for three days. 

In the new document, which will be sent 
out to schools, headteachers are told that 
“the risks arising from less supervision, 
late return journeys, minor slips and 
bumps, will have to be judged against the 
disruption to children’s learning.” 

Advised 

They are also advised to plan ahead to 
identify any additional measures that will 
help to keep schools open. 

Council leader Councillor Darren 
Cooper said: “Ultimately the decision over 
whether to close a school is down to the 


headteacher and the governors. People are 
often left in limbo when a school closes at 
short notice. 

“We have asked questions in the past 
about whether it has been appropriate to 
close a school. 

“Cold weather in itself is not a reason for 
closure and a number of schools have asked 
for guidelines.” 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for 
children and families Councillor Bob 
Badham added: “This guidance is to show 
the factors they need to take into account 
when considering whether to close in 
severe weather.” 


Cow is to 
moo-ve 
back at 
town pub 

A METAL cow is to 
return as the symbol 
of Smethwick pub 
after the last one was 
blown down in a 
storm. 

But this time it will be 
a bigger and better 
bovine image. 

A cow had stood on a 
plinth outside the Red 
Cow for about 70 years 
before it toppled and 
shattered two years ago 
but the High Street pub’s 
new owners say its 
replacement will be in 
place by this Saturday. 

New pub landlord Bera 
Mahli said he would be 
milking the pub’s history, 
with a model even bigger 
than the original. 

Mr Mahli, who took 
over the pub in May, said: 
“It’s going to be a full-size 
cow. We’ve had to 
strengthen the post at 
the bottom to support it 
so it doesn’t come down 
again. 

“The whole lot has cost 
us around £5,000 with 
around £1,700 for the 
cow itself.” 


Fresh field 
after tidy up 

WEDNESBURY 
Rugby Club members 
tackled their playing 
field’s litter problem with 
the help of council staff, 
the public and Tipton 
Litter Watch. Players 
and supporters of all ages 
hosted a Big Tidy Up at 
the field, known as the 
Ten Acre. The youth team 
were helped to collect 10 
bags full of litter from the 
open space. 
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The picture above gives an idea of the huge scale of Sunday’s Sikh proces¬ 
sion in Sandwell; right, drumming in the parade Manjot Grewal, left, and 
Sanjiv Singh Dubb, both from Smethwick 

Thousands brave freezing 
temperatures for procession 


THOUSANDS of people braved freezing cold tem¬ 
peratures — some of them barefooted —to take part in 
a parade through Sandwell to celebrate the founder 
of the Sikh religion, Guru Nanak Dev Ji. 

The procession of around 10,000 people - called a Nagar Kirtan 
— set off from the Guru Har Rai Gurdwara in West Bromwich on 



Members of the parade walk barefoot past The Public in West 
Bromwich town centre 


Sunday, before visiting four other Gurdwaras in the borough and 
ending at the Guru Nanak Gurdwara in Smethwick. 

And despite waking up to temperatures hitting minus seven 
degrees, thousands of people turned out, with some members of 
the parade walking barefoot. 

The parade was organised by the eight Gurdwaras in the 
borough. 

The colourful parade saw a decorated float, full of flower gar¬ 
lands and adorned in orange, yellow and blue, make its way from 
the High Street Gurdwara, before being met with a ‘confetti bomb’ 
as it continued through the town and then on to Smethwick. 

Spiritual 

Miss Raj Sandhu, aged 22, from Smethwick, said: “I come every 
year. It is a spiritual event for Sikhism and very important to me.” 

Miss Gurjinder Kaur, aged 15, from Freda Road, West 
Bromwich, said: “I always come because it is important we get 
together and celebrate our religion. Even though it is really cold.” 

Mr Harpreet Singh, aged 18, from Holyhead Road, West 
Bromwich, added: “This is a good way of showing what our reli¬ 
gion is about and take it out on the roads, I do it every year. 

“Our religion has got quite a lot of history so it is nice to cele¬ 
brate that.” 

During the parade route rolling road blocks were in place. 

Event organiser and president of the Guru Nanak Gurdwara in 
Smethwick, Mr Tarsem Singh Shokar, said: “There are eight Gur¬ 
dwaras in Sandwell and they have all got together and along the 
route we stopped off at five of them and collected more people 
along the way. 

“We hold the event to pay our respects, it is not just a religious 
event, it is a cultural event and is something historically the Sikh 
community does.” 


KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS 
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Josie Lawrence 


‘It will be an honour that is richly deserved,’ says leader 

TV and stage star Josie 
to get freeman honour 



Mayor’s meat and greet 


Sainsbury’s has opened its own food college within it’s store at Oldbury, 
one of six nationwide to train their staff for working on the meat, fish, deli, 
hot food counters and the cafes. The supermarket giant has announced 
that it plans to recruit 500 more staff to work on its counters and cafes over 
the next year. This is to meet increased demand from customers and also 
the retailer’s ambitious store expansion plans. The new college at Oldbury 
was officially launched by Mayor of Sandwell Councillor Mrs Pauline Hinton, 
who tried her hand at some butchery. She is pictured with Keith Johnson, 
meat and fish trainer, left, and mayor’s consort David Hinton 


AWARD-winning Black 
Country actress Josie 
Lawrence is set to become 
a Freeman of the Borough 
of Sandwell. 

The 51-year-old, born in Old 
Hill, said she was “delighted and 
thrilled”. 

The actress, now living in 
Hackney, London, is known for 
the hit series Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? and was more recently 
in top TV soap EastEnders. She 
played Amanda Best in the 
Albert Square drama. 

Josie, a respected stage 
actress, started her career at the 
Barlow Theatre in Oldbury 
where she is a patron. 

She has performed with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
where in the 1990s she received 
the Dame Peggy Ashcroft award 
for best actress. 

A few weeks ago she was 
staring in classic Russian drama 
The Cherry Orchard at Birming¬ 
ham Repertory Theatre. 

She is also well-known for her 
charity work and has helped 
raise hundreds of thousands of 
pounds for breast cancer 
research and to provide help for 
children suffering from autism 
and special needs. 

During her career she has 


received honorary doctorates 
from Dartington, the University 
of Wolverhampton and Aston 
University. 

On news of receiving the title 
she said: “I was delighted and 
thrilled to be told about this. It 
is something that I will treasure. 

“My only regret is that my dad, 
Bert, who died 11 years ago, will 
not be here to see me get this 
honour.” 

Roots 

Sandwell Council leader 
Councillor Darren Cooper 
added: “Josie is a superb actress 
and she always remembers that 
her roots are in Sandwell. It will 
be an honour that is richly 
deserved.” 

Josie will become the 11th 
Honorary Freeman of Sandwell 
and will be the second actress to 
be given the privilege. She 
follows Smethwick-born Julie 
Walters who was given the title 
in 2004. Others who have 
received the accolade include 
comedian Frank Skinner and 
former Baggies player Cyrille 
Regis. 

The recommendation to make 
Josie a freeman was likely to be 
given the go-ahead this week. 

A ceremony will likely take 
place in January. 



Neelam Vaid, of Pertemps People Development Group, joins (from left) Tiegan Glover, 
her son Shivon, Ross Cash and Katie McKnight at St Martin’s Primary in Tipton 

Bike shelter boost 


SCHOOL cyclists in 
Sandwell are celebrating 
after a fundraising drive 
clicked into gear. 

Pupils at St Martin’s 
Primary School, in Tipton, 
were thrilled when employ¬ 
ment experts Pertemps 
People Development Group 
(PPDG) pumped £500 into 


their fund to raise £2,000 to 
buy a bike shelter. 

The £500 contribution was 
awarded by staff at Edgbas- 
ton-based employment 

experts PPDG, which has 
offices throughout the West 
Midlands, after staff 
member Neelam Vaid nomi¬ 
nated the school, which her 
son Shivon attends. 


Head teacher Sarah Bott 
said the bike shelter was 
requested by pupils who 
want to cycle to school but 
have nowhere secure to store 
them. 

She added: “We still need 
to raise a lot more money and 
year six pupils are helping to 
organise some fundraising 
events.” 
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Church tribute in glass 


TWO former 
church vergers at a 
West Bromwich 
church have had a 
stained glass 

window dedicated 
to their memory. 

A service led by the 
Reverend Dagogo 
Hart was held at St 
Paul’s Church, Golds 
Hill, West Bromwich, 
to mark the occasion. 

Former vicar, David 
Howell, returned for the 
event and led a prayer 
amongst almost 90 
people. 

A stained glass window 
in the church has been 
dedicated to the late 
Albert Murphy, aged 93, 
who lived in Golds Hill 
and was a verger for 18 
years. It is also dedicated 
to the late Brian Stevens, 
65, of Coles Lane, who 
served as a verger for two 
years. 

Welcoming 

Pictured on the 
window are bells, hands, 
keys and a book contain¬ 
ing the two men’s names. 

Daughter of Mr 
Murphy, Jill Smith, said 
it was a fitting tribute to 
the pair. Great grand- 
mother-of-one Mrs 
Smith, 65, of Beverston 
Road, Tipton, who is the 
parochial church council 
secretary, said: “It was 
the only window left in 
the church which was 
plain glass before. 

“It depicts what they 
used to do - ringing the 
bells, the keys with 
which they used to open 
the church and welcom¬ 
ing hands. They would 
carry out maintenance 
work and greet people 
coming into church. 

“It has been very per¬ 
sonal for me. They were 
both well loved.” 



Pauline Stevens, widow of Brian Stevens, centre, looks at the new stained 
glass window at St Paul’s with Gerald Murphy and Jill Smith, son and 
daughter of Albert Murphy 
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iK'll'l 
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WA SWIVEL 

CHAIR 

nu is & 

Colours 

-~ £299 

F jt>rtc a Leather Comer 
Units always hi stock 

Leetfeu Ml at ±h± pHom 
CHMITMAf Deuuevnr 

* 1 LMthtf 

r‘ y 


A F hnlc 
Srt; 

€399 

Large Range of 
Bedroom Furniture 


Available 


■ 'Or* 

6^4 

2 ^ 

2 Drar.v LUdltim-TIrm 

a«n£199 

M*Jld» More 

£99 

End Dnnv l.kdum^lrn(i 

OI«n£179 



eyo£39 Dcui<-i £79 

f tiinte ri >OT<«1 



Faux Leather 
Beds from 

£98 



GLASS AMD 
WOOD TABLE A 
CHAIRS ALWAVS 
AVAILABLE 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
MATTRESSES IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 



p^e SUITES & BEDS 


Po« tway Road, Oldbury 
West Midlands B69 2BZ 


Tel: 0121544515 $ 




FREE D Q& FOOD SAMPLES 


Cheaper than large chain stores 

AIJ Bird f eeds/seeds available by 
the Kilo or Sack 

SmolJ animal feeds and accessories 
Pigeon Corns Available 
AIJ major dog and cat foods available 


OPENING OFFERS 

Alpha A^niriteaofte on.ly £10 for 
15kg plus further £2 off all 
Alpha dog feeds 

17kg Wagg Complete only £9.99 
L&Dog Beds from orty £10.00 
CRATES UPTO 30% 

Leads and Cellars B0% off - All leather 
All Dog/Cat Toys 40% off 


• Applows ’ Arden Grange • Arkwrights - Burns • Dr Johns • EiAawixi 
• FisMdogs • Hills • lams - hkitjre n\eru • Pedigree • FVoplan 
• Royal CorTin • Skinner' • Jaipes W/elbeloved • Vitfilin • Wafcol 


Otlivery Service Available 
Terms and Conditions Apply 


t* a? 4? ^ ^ ** 9 it 4? v 

Kingsfey House, 6 Market Place, Great Bridge, Tipton E>Y4 74ft, 07958 212245 
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Vaughan showing his 
personality to a Mr T 




Above, “Mr 

England” Vaughan 
Bailey after getting 
the Mr T aka BA 
Baracus crop to 
promote the DVD 
release of The A- 
Team. 

Left, Vaughan with 
his Mr Personality 
trophy at the 
Manhunt interna¬ 
tional male model 
competition Taiwan. 

Right, Vaughan 
being kitted out by 
Slaters of Birming¬ 
ham by store 
manager Mr David 
Mann and Swarnjit 
Singh. 


A BLACK Country man 
who once spent a year home¬ 
less as a teenager has 
returned from an interna¬ 
tional modelling competition 
in the Far East with a trophy. 

Mr Birmingham, Vaughan 
Bailey, aged 23, of Bentley, 
Walsall, flew to Taiwan for the 
Manhunt International male 
model competition and although 
didn’t win was voted Mr Person¬ 
ality of the competition. 

He was mobbed everywhere he 
went and received a standing 
ovation when he strutted his stuff 


as John Bull in full red tailcoat 
and riding crop during the 
national dress section. 

Vaughan won the Mr Birming¬ 
ham and then Mr England heats 
to gain entry into the competition 
which involved 60 countries. 

“It was a great thrill to take 
part... and an amazing experi¬ 
ence,” he said. 

“It was particularly exciting to 
win the Personality section of the 
event as the overall standard in 
all the categories was so high. I’m 
now preparing to compete in the 
Mr World contest in China.” 



He was given a helping hand by 
Birmingham store Slaters who 
gave him a top drawer look. 


A-Team 

Store manager David Mann 
arranged a fitting at the store and 
tailors worked round the clock to 
ensure the outfits fitted perfectly. 

Vaughan has also just become 
the face of the British promotion 
for the A-Team movie on DVD, 
out this week, and received a 
Mohawk haircut from celebrity 
hair stylist Jason Shankey, 
Fulham, West London. 


86 ACKZIFE 

CHIROPRACTORS 



Expert Care is 
s K^uaranteed 



coHurvjuirc 

CHIROPRACTORS 

124 Beeches- Road, 
Great Barr 
m2 2HQ 
Tel: 0121 3570BG& 


htropraatt 

treatment. 


We prttridG asparl d liroaral c 
, care and Offer a ? rse soiral 
[ discussten, sc whv nuL cell 
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’JVd'jeihftminton j 1 ' 4 C 9 4 SG Telford .. 

Stafford . J : j L I 3 899 Flu. 

Go'jientiy ... .02476960 300 Kidcbirftiitttef.. 

Sanduwll & Dudley. 1 1 Z Birruirglwm 


01952427 &57 
.01788211 019 
01662 539 341 
..0121 56 G 7 XC 


btdNYtf Idul fliivddur WMckwf 

20 vtatt «2yd, iihCd nOdViMg 

VAd. Kavd hdd 6 c*rtf»Lr*iTdtv and 

^ * full kuujb-ef windtriYfcnd 
t- itotMfMudftd thufli ta nil our 
„ friend? of*d foinily 


- Oudry 



Ywy ydU aid/aur r^n^dtiy 
litaltwitk »fie frarti *fa*tfo 
r fhif h Kdff Uyanddoifct rr*r* 
— Uvan rret »Tt r V-ucidr type fits and 

m« total sotifrfoetifn. 

& larnvery irtippe£fi£xJ 
r* ito* Hemmirigs of Cvttnfry 


afXVOUjpHHR 



QBOO 77 VB 


Thank you to yoir officer 
staff ivho co-or dir^Gted 
everything perfectly 

Mr and Mrs 5immon$ 

► of Wd$all 


I mii rcLc ti'Ivc .nded to the 
ccwpany !0 yoars ago And 
recently bod a const rvatory 
fitted, 

lonMrver the moonnrfth the* I 
quality and see'/Ice. 

Aliia Roc of Stafford 


I atn delighted turf h my 
b ccnssrvotor-ytird irodd 
highly recommend yo#- firm, 

Aliii CbaJlcner of 

Wolverhampton 
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Oldbury Road 
West Bromwich 
B7D9DS 

0121 


Local Businesses y 

We offer prompt payment ^ 
and flexible terms O 


525 4333 Weee and AE Approved 


9 


METALL'JM GROUP 
COMPANY 


Plans to bring mansion 
back into use as homes 


PLANS for a new housing devel¬ 
opment that would bring an his¬ 
toric Black Country mansion back 
into use have been submitted to 
council chiefs. 


Developers are set to convert the Grade 
II-listed Corngreaves Hall in Cradley 
Heath into nine apartments and construct 
a new block of six houses adjacent to the 
hall within the grounds. 

A planning application for the scheme 


has now been submitted by Corngreaves 
Hall Ltd which is the freehold owner of the 
Corngreaves Road site. 

The historic house dates back to 1780 
and has been empty since the 1970s. Since 
then it has been plundered by thieves and 
targeted by vandals, who have caused 
damage. 

Permission to turn the hall into housing 
had already been granted by Sandwell 
Council in 2006, but no work started and 
in August 2010 Corngreaves Hall Ltd 
bought the property with the objective of 
restoring and developing it. 

Damage 

A design and access statement submit¬ 
ted to the council, prepared by Worcester- 
based Nick Joyce Architects LLP, says: 
“The condition of the hall today is very 
poor: externally the shell remains largely 
intact but the condition of the ashlar 
facings is poor and the stucco window sur¬ 
rounds need repair. The roof has been 
stripped of its lead-work, and with large 
areas of missing tiles, has resulted in years 
of water damage.” 

The report adds the proposed scheme 
would see the hall converted into nine 
apartments, four on the ground floor, three 
on the first and two on the second floor, 
while the new block would contain six ter¬ 
raced two and three storey houses. 



Who will vie for 
roles in Oliver! 


Winter wonderland 
at Drayton Manor 

DRAYTON Manor Theme The park will also show a 
Park’s Thomas Land attrac- brand new film in its 4D 


tion has been transformed 
into a winter wonderland. 

Drayton’s Magical Christ¬ 
mas, which runs until 
January 2, will feature 
festive musical performances 
by the Fat Controller and his 
friends, colourful decora¬ 
tions, thousands of lights and 
snow machines releasing 
flurries of snow at the theme 
park near Tamworth. 


Cinema. Sleigh Ride tells 
thestory of reindeer, Blitzen, 
and hapless elf, Bobo, as they 
race around the world to 
deliver presents to children, 
after Santa is accidentally 
knocked out on Christmas 
Eve. 

However, Father Christ¬ 
mas will will be walking 
around the attraction with 
his elves. 


AN amateur theatre group 
based in Sandwell has 
launched a search for young¬ 
sters to take roles in its pro¬ 
duction of hit musical Oliver! 

West Bromwich Operatic 
Society will be holding open audi¬ 
tions to find the lead child char¬ 
acters for the Lionel Bart 
musical, which will be staged at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
from May 10 to 14 next year. 


The roles of Oliver and the 
Artful Dodger as well as Fagin’s 
Gang and the Workhouse Boys 
are up for grabs. 

Auditions will be held on Sat¬ 
urday, December 4 from 9.30am 
to noon at the Lichfield Street 
theatre. Hopefuls must pre-reg¬ 
ister to be allocated an audition 
and will need to be accompanied 
by an adult. For more informa¬ 
tion email audition@wbos.co.uk. 


^DIRECT | 


GREAT BRIDGE DIV 


\ CTOR y) 
^DIRECT | 


vour [MO Local d.i.y. Shop 



Open 7 cUw a week 

9 am-0* 3O p«n - Monday to Saturday - 9 aiv5 30 pm - Sunday 


l.Tiptoi 
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WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES, FASCU8 & SOFFIT ROARDS 










FINANCE AVAILABLE 


WINDOW CONSERVATORY, 
PORCH FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 
How has Rydale tuit ip an 
excellenc rewitadon? 

<ia4rlo?Jwl *^ 1 * 15*4 ofd 


REPAIR SPEClS^STS MASSIVE DISCOUNT 


ON ALL ORDERS 
PLACED NOW FOR 
DECEMBER 
INSTALLATION 


LOCKS •St.ALWf 
| • SEALED • HANDLES 
UNTO • FASCIA ik 

I • gaskets cnnmc 


0121 6B9 4211 

I W < «» » «<— 


gMrtJtv wIIk toMONltlllNIl rV»vorrV» 
WlV«tiM 4 MHWK ucl)of;rOK m< I vnc^on I rrxn 

iMiKDriino>J»todWic»if>jjQtfr!Mi* ontd* )ou .1 lii utlvirdiOJv 

ffcirthW cnrKilN tttia jw lm i it* #xp*«o * • j rti httifi pfc to AitfA« 

Iqm Isanti bcona • it tna« tut li paon V6iko soai^ init *t 

mkviMfo ^nrbiA ordhto n»po* biiMUiii 

AQ t*l*VW* <(T1 t*nV**r M|ab-VM' 

C4r \««bv jtilconwv*:*' titossaa j»ii* ttat dcvmxatc'jMtdbfc ior»ULIJ 
jnto'j 30| ta Jtl -Jlf itf,' 'I'jJaritjAdDprL h ^*«|| |C|I jw« • r^aijrtto 

'* po&KfeomlHfcQNtoiyow\*i hi Oral ArtnoniQiifthan Y*ii?*tqaut* 

.yirvlfoctr hhCMOorw WOirifWlKV^At^ lAA^WOCf^ IttH^tfr HI 
tj*ouno*net 

ati* ii on* yoii'jft pJr^wnyju t» 11 h 

•JtcWil I bit lac Ii jtrLnir I b«s»d tt at r *3 4* oni JO'.ajn ;:|eo joj j 

*tr*fca wl iwpi Isltatlotattnt it Ginthi la cat! oi *» df*r *q>x^ tttia 
•ras*’Ft,'bi tio dbt 2 ^<|f4 *-*»V caoiirlpaiUt irtltbqj iin^itr/ 

AT RYDALE ME CARE ABO VT THE CUSTOUER 
SPEND YOUR HOMEY ViXELV 

f mu atfwnms, vt fuinin fr« mu ihf cubfu* n 


SUPPIY ONLY WHJOOWS & COIISERVATONES 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 


You are invited to visit one ol die 
largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 


AUTUMN SALE NOW ON 

Visit our Showroom & Factories for immediate quotations 


; — 62 -as J 


lijiSSiioS? 


J>Ry 


- mu *ie »m 




IB 


4iar\ Lm. 4 1 


^ aiiLii 

V s£? ULi- r '_y^ 

m 3 E 






r ’a 

V lOV-t 

i*SSjri 


Open weekdays 9am to 5.30pm, Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 


^ m r^Vi rm 
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Free home 
insulation* 




3^Aide(2,eILLS F&R Ytii*, S 
Gut (.fsS Holes 
FOfi US MICEi 



If rec-eiviny Penaiun Creditur Child Tax Credits 

{with an interne leas than £1 E;190}, we cu uld i nstall cav ity 
wal I a nd left i nsu latie n in yu u r heuse fe rf ree. Nete n fy 
wuli Id it make yen r heuse fee I neticeab ly vjarme r r rt-cen Id 
save yen up te £34-0^ a year. 

Ye u ce uld alse q ua lify fe r free i nsu latie n if yeuVe e n ether 
te m h inatie ns ef he nef its. A n4 even if ye u de n't, we cu uld 
sti II ef fe rye u a jjieat dea L 

Call us te find eut mere and heek a ne-ehIigatiensurvey. 

Call us now on: 

0800 508 8950 

Li opart IVlorKiny to Friday Bum to aprn, 

Saturday flarn to 4 pm 


Helping you get energy fit 
WSefieon It 


» 


Wrr□ Nd Gnlttni iwi^TriM Lrtlinripttki PivJKIhA rfTiifMtLa tn iVhvim. r li-m ii'rC-litLv Inafnttn.^ rtdllbtif ffrilWv itt-Mlbli PivJKIh 
ft r* bHH| hV^Vri^ in pit hi.' VlftvLl | \ i« rkl .HP. tVtfl ttWVM iwlliVlJ rfUlh b-kn yw .11 ,H hikTgA ,¥•] (lijl ■i' LtiiMI.v fcivi tmJ by 

hfIi Mil kvivad^v bivi Lit kniMJ.n tiim'Uwwvibi iTirr.Vi.V.ir awLii? ^uulMnAiMV (Mr hi>1 bib a ;-ki 11 iiribw^rkl m p. 1111 rL :+J 
i.LvJb*tl-!H,!l±r*-r*1 .dVx VJabiNbbl YJfcf VJL<* nn h vl ItatMii IC.Nvrtry'i i'N.C-.Uh,■ btr«wl1.1 C,1,#.vl Nd VMrii Ml Vl<7Vl<. 


. - Summer 

5 o i i c i r o r s 


Have vmi been 

* r 

injured in ail 
accident? 

Not your fault 


k’ti|l 100% 

of your compensation 

- no cl eductions 
Win nr lose ymi pry nothing 

Yonr claim will hr 
handled hy friendly 
specialist solicitors who 
are local to yon 

Free home visits 

0121 544 4788 

Mull, Ailtm <m >.»« 

iilllitblWSIIm. I-M f«*l l-iwr r 

OMlt wk U iiltn \>\u * -IIi.mIi KMMJ.K 




tl nr ,n: TMTir 

vNHp ImalPIllIl 

'A r i ikli I tatv 

xw. 

t c ,’niuir ir i, 
fanio ^ t 
:+■*! a oa i 
>•» u^tn>a,«cy 

lift 11 * III t 


Freephone 0800 389 1 281 


More than £1 million 
is still owed in rent 


Veterans 

sharing 

wartime 

memories 

A SOLDIER who 
was part of the D-Day 
landings and a Royal 
Air Force mechanic 
have been sharing 
their memories of the 
Second World War 
with children. 

Sixty pupils from 
Tipton Green Junior 
School met the war veter¬ 
ans heroes at Tipton 
Library. The veterans at 
the Unity Walk library 
included 90-year-old 
grandfather-of-three Len 
Whitehouse, of Miller 
Crescent, Bilston. 

Mr Whitehouse was 
part of the D-Day land¬ 
ings in June 1944 and 
was tasked with taking 
supplies to the forward 
areas. “It was a bit noisy 
and a bit rough,” he said. 

Churchill 

Also at the event was 
Joe Simms, of Doresett 
Road, Wednesbury, who 
served as a mechanic 
with the Royal Air 
Force’s 263 Squadron. 

His task was to inspect 
aircraft for faults before 
they took off. 

The children also met a 
Winston Churchill’ and 
others dressed as 1940s 
folk. 



Year 5 pupils from Tipton Green Primary School, from left, Gagan Shinder, 
Maurice Reid, and Jordan Cook, all aged nine, meeting with, back, from left 
Winston Churchill, Mrs Fox, veteran Joe Simms, Winnie the welder, and 
Captain Mainwaring, with veterans Len Whitehouse, and George Heritage 


MORE than 
£lmillion is owed to 
Sandwell Council in 
rent arrears. 

There was still 
£1,184,309 in outstand¬ 
ing rent at the end of 
2009/10, a report on 
Sandwell Homes recov¬ 
ery of debt has revealed. 

This year alone, an 
estimated 1,600 notices 
seeking possession and 
notices to terminate con¬ 
tracts have been served 
on tenants in arrears, 
costing Sandwell Homes 
as much as £650 each — or 
£1,040,000. 

Evicted 

In the last five years, 
more than 600 people 
were evicted for being 
behind on payments, 
with eviction warrants 
costing £250 — or 

£150,000. 

Adrian Scarrott, direc¬ 
tor of housing services, 
said Sandwell Homes 
had increased the 
amount of rent collected 
in value and percentage 
terms - and were 
decreasing the amount of 
rent arrears outstanding 
at the end of each finan¬ 
cial year. 

Since the end of 2000 
rent owed was cut by 
about two thirds com¬ 
pared to today’s figure - 
the figure then was 
£3,521,936. 

The amount of notices 
served fell from 3,104 in 
2006/07 to an estimated 
1,600 at the end of this 
year. 

Evictions for rent 
arrears fell in the same 
period from 222 to about 
40 this year. 



































































SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 02 2010 Page 17 



ouble sayings 


Today & tfife week ysu can Saw Deubln 
on a huge choice of the latest designs. 




Itu C-eAht 3 water st^i h IflM rad bdhec 
taxable ki o dnfce of £9 cotana d no e*n rat 


SAVE 

DOUBLE 

THIS VrtB; 


£599 

W» Sdt Prior JW 



IhtSpfrd ShMtwicfc, 2 mint cudilCRt HtEEr 

fa #stto In a dhcfoe oolout at rw «4ta rat 




our years FHKE credit 


on everything In store - It means buying 

a UUf A’jBnH luU 1 HUH M b~l MIUIU. 

IWW HIQ rim imW DHn 96 Hiipiui 





think sofas, think 


dfs 



All finance Is free at DFS 

Ever! 


No deposit - No nlsrwt ■ 

4 years free credit with nothing to pay 
for the first year 



on everything in store! 


EHiTfiingluvn 0121 772 S619 C^npHill Middle^ El 2 OHU 

Cannock 01 54 5 574797 Liil^y Retdl Fall. Li-ng fold I d W511 1TD 

OiHfiwich 01905 77 57 37 Rom™ WcijiRetdl Fall. HiddaiYiiiw ter Rood WFfl 9AY 


qwilng Hairs: hion to Frl SVim to qjii. S-TtSVirtiLo^m. Sun 11 -vn to E|om. 

fc /jttepartNjSdtirthtf 


Save Time - Order Direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800110 5000 24 hours a day 7 days a weak 


Tin Sptad 3 nfler i=fa £34#. Crtaksi4 ysen Inters* frw ondt wfiti nflhhato pv tar trait* yea; No deport vtil 33 s^ud iraaHy wmA of EftjSfr vtBrtfcig it morttw Arte of order. T=td 334#. Oft AFfl, 

DrtJi^.l^TNA. Wirt^lHtrEM MtadpuJirt^Sn (iprtrlirt*. Ilktlfriil*®** iiaTipp^ rfbni^om no «05. 
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Comfort And Red>» e 



far cuslomts uoabfe to vial 
oat showroom tie offer a 

FREE HOME TRIAL no 

oJb/rgatfon to purchan 


lOOs of Rcclincrs, 
Settees and Ortho 
Chairs in stock . 


19 YarL Road <011 high St) Kings Heath, 8 ham 814 7SA 


TEL: 0121 683 9238 op* »x -sa lan-snm 

1173 YAuvrick Flnad Acacks Gkmm, B bant B27 6RG 
(mil dm to JohRmOrycmningl 

Ple«j cjII us If you re«|ufre a pifilig apace outside Ihe stop 


\4otU in (trr*J Britain. 


wvv; cofr'arUiodwsr I in ft co.uk 


thechronicle 



Governor and former pupil Val Bryceland, 63, with chairman of governors and 
former teacher David Prosser, 67, both from West Bromwich, with the birthday cake 

Back to the old school 
as ex-pupils celebrate 


FORMER staff and students of a 
West Bromwich school were re-united 
at a 70th anniversary clelebration. 

More than 80 former pupils and staff 
came together for the reunion at Hall 
Green Primary School in West Bromwich. 

They were entertained by the school‘s 
current choir and street dance club, looked 
at old pictures and took a tour of the class¬ 
rooms to see how it had changed. 

Halls were decorated with bunting and 
balloons and a 70th anniversary cake was 
enjoyed to mark the occasion. 

Former pupil Jane Taylor (nee Laven¬ 
der), aged 60, used to live in Hall Green 
Road and used to walk to school with her 
brother Anthony and sister Ann. 

Mrs Taylor, who now lives in Pedmore, 
Stourbridge, attended the reunion with 
friend and former school pupil Muriel Jef¬ 
feries. She said: “I had never been in since 
the day I left when I was about 11 in 1962. 
It was a real trip down memory lane.” 


Great grandfather-of-four Bill Stokes, 
aged 80, of Stella Grove, Great Barr, was 
there on the first day when the Westmin¬ 
ster Road school opened on August 19, 
1940. 

Mr Stokes, who also met his wife Mar¬ 
garet Stokes, 80, at the school, said: “It’s 
great that the school is still in good condi¬ 
tion. It’s a tribute to the people who built 
it.” 

Teacher 

Former class teacher and grandfather- 
of-one Rob King, 57, of Stourbridge, 
worked at the school between 1975 and 
1978. He said: “It was my first teaching 
job. There was lots of support from the 
other staff and the children were friendly 
and pleasant. 

“It was where I met my wife Shirley who 
was a nursery nurse. 

“The building is brighter now but it has 
the same layout. It was great to see people 
I hadn’t seen for 30 years.” 





Jane Taylor, nee Lavender, aged 60, from 
Stourbridge with a photo of her and her 
brother Anthony when they were pupils 
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Select Curpe 


SelectSuites 

Finest Italian Leather Suites 
Order NOW-Beat the VAT [ 
increase - delivered in time 
for Christmas 


You 


H you want Choice? 


„..and above all you want value for money! 


few 'S 




IVQNLV-. 

I 


OUKK $lfP 





We are a family run business based in Stone 
Cross for 25 years • and haw possibly the largest 
choice of carpets available in the Midlands! 

Thert? ire in the region of 1000 styles and eolourways 
If to choose from. In addition to our vast rang? of carpets, 
we have a lat^e targe of mgs and i choice of viryi and 
traditional wood flooring.Call in and visit us soon the 
professional eompa.ry that provides superior service! 


Wc aim to beat any quote - why not give us a try l 

FREE Estimating FREE Delivery 





Select Home Service 

We will send out an experienced 
estimator to your home v*th a complete 
range of sample*. You can choose your 
carpet in the comfort of your own home, I 
| Alter you have made your choke we tend | 
TWO fitters who will move furniture* 
remove your old carpet* 
and fit your new carpet. 


rd rise <**H 




Deep Pile Luxury Saxony 

was £71 99 5<1% OFF 

NOW £ I O .99 sq mu 

Heavy Domestic Stain Free Twist 

was £7.89 - 40% OFF 

from £4.99 sq mtr 

Beautiful Bedroom Saxony 

Vase Choice of colours 

from £8.99 sq mu 

American Sculpture 
was £1118 40% OFF 

from £7.99 sq mtr 

Hci.vy Domestic Stain Frtfi Shagpilo 
was £12.59 - 40% OFF 
from £8.99 sq mtr 


T 

O V 

5 Q. 

T ** 

21 m 

rt ^ 

£ o 
E ~ 






furniture afl at ^ 


ect 


————^ 0^ Select Carpets 

range of Ccirp e ^'®^^ 215Walsall Rd,Stone Cross, West Bromwich 371 3HS 

Website: www.selectoca rpetcontracts.c<x11 1 c 


OPEN 9am - 5.30pm Closed Sunday 


Tel: 0121 588 5904 
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GAMES 


Duty calls for gamers 


CALL OF DUTY BLACK OPS (18, ACTIVISION) 

C ALL of Duty is the top first person 
shooter franchise and Black Ops 
will be one of, if not the, biggest 
games of 2010. 

It takes in a slew of different scenarios as you play 
a soldier under interrogation who, between foul- 
mouthed outbursts and electric shocks, blacks out 
and then relives past missions. As you’re a Cold War 
veteran of special operations, this ranges from the 
Bay of Pigs attempted US invasion of Cuba in the 
early 1960s to the jungle killing fields of Vietnam 
and into Russia itself. 

There is no let up in the gun-blazing action but 
developers Treyarch have mixed things up with lots 
of vehicle-based warfare which, for example, puts 
you in the cockpit of a helicopter and a fighter jet. 

It looks great, very cinematic, and gamers have 
the choice of an epic single player mode, online mul¬ 
tiplayer and, especially for gore-loving gonzos, a 
zombie version. Also look out for a few hidden retro 
games within the main game. 

FALLOUT NEW VEGAS (18, BETHESDA) 

Back to the wasteland of the post-apocalyptic 
American west for the sequel to the classic Fallout 3. 
This time you’re heading to the neon-lit deadly play¬ 
ground of Vegas to get revenge on the man who left 
you for dead, and will encounter an exotic cast of 
characters, robots and mutants along the way. 

This is a role playing game more than a shooter 
which offers a derelict landscape to explore and 
quests to complete. The decayed, damaged and dan¬ 
gerous world is brilliantly realised. This latest 
Fallout is an absorbing game, enhanced by the 
atmospheric music and a kitsch sense of humour. 

NEED FOR SPEED HOT PURSUIT (PG, EA) 

Petrol-head thrills guaranteed in this high-speed 
track game in which cops and racers, both equipped 
with the hottest high performance cars, engage in 
intense chases. The coastal and desert highways of 
Seacrest County seem to attract some very rich boy 
racers, judging by their pricey rides. 

In the cop mode you can deploy stingers and heli¬ 
copter support in your bid to stop the racers. Though, 
of course, the preferred approach will be to shunt 
them off the road with spectacular metal crunching 
results. 

The in-game guide encourages you to take to the 
virtual road online and the game includes a code for 
an online pass to unlock extra features including 
some rather lovely Italian sports cars. 

BLOOD STONE 007 (16, ACTIVISION) 

A new Bond adventure that’s isn’t a movie tie-in. 
But it’s got familiar faces, including Daniel Craig 
and Judi Dench, and all the exotic settings, 
fisticuffs, gunplay and exciting car chases that you 
would expect from 007. 



The story starts at a summit of world leaders in 
Athens where Bond parachutes in to stop a terrorist 
plot, and in short order you’ve had a super-yacht 
shootout, a motorboat chase and a car chase, so 
there’s no faulting it on the action front. 

Graphics are pretty good and the online multi¬ 
player version emphasises the first person shooter 
aspect. It’s a long way from being the definitive Bond 
game and the bad guys would help the game chal¬ 
lenge by being less stupid. However, the action- 
packed story means this 007 is licensed to thrill. 

VENETICA (16, DTP) 

A role playing game from Germany (don’t worry, 
it’s in English) which is clearly inspired by the 
Fables and Assassin’s Creeds. A vengeful beauty 
takes on an evil sorcerer and his minions in medieval 
Venice. Sounds like it could be fun but it’s dull, unde¬ 
manding and the animations look more suited to the 
Wii or PS2. 

Leon Burakowski 


It’s a winter war-nder- 
land as the Cold War 
hots up in Call of Duty 
Black Ops 


All these games are 
available for Xbox 360, 
PS3 and PC while 
some are also avail¬ 
able for other formats. 
All were reviewed on 
Xbox 360 


No doubt eyebrows 
were raised at the town 
hall when the Seacrest 
Police Department 
opted for the Bugatti 
Veyron as their squad 
car 



THE MIDLANDS PREMIER WINDOW COMPANY. 

WHY ©MOP AROUND WHEN YOU OAN HAVE ALL THIS!!! 

Midland URlfC 

"Look at these amazinq offers" 

•-TJl -A- 3 Windows . from 

* 5 Windows . from £000 

-a- 8 Windows .from £1060 

| Conservatories ^ casoo | A 8 Windows . from £1400 

1 O Windows .from £1800 

Doors.. ... f i 'o m £320 

r srrnra 0 ®% off porches, 

»' pfr f}i| Jai' OFF Bays > 

10% OFF for OAP*“ cercfl5s 
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CHRISTMAS SHOP 


Mf 


UNTIL YOU’VE VISITED US! 

We sell antique gold, silver & diamond jewellery, 
pocket & wrist watches, photo frames, collectables & 

MUCH, MUCH MORE! 


jsasssssm 


WE’RE STILL BUYING! 

, ? „ UNWANTED GOLD, ASIAN GOLD 
J gS A SILVER - ANy CONDITION 

I \ 14 Birdcage Walk, Dudley 

8 Corporation St, Birmingham 


\}g 

RexJohnson&Sons 

The gold buyers you can trust 

www.rexjohnsononline.com 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
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SPECIAL RATES 
FOR AIRPORT 
TRANSFERS 
BOOK IN 
ADVANCE 


0121 / I 


I1H 


mm 


1 0121 

.asEisj 


• All parcel work undertaken 

• Computerised office 

• All cars fitted with GPRS 
and navigation system 

• MPV*s available 

• Airport transfers 


AREAS COVERED 


• Accounts available 

• Early mortng pick-ups 


• BEARWOOD 

• SMETHWICK 

• CAUSEWAY QREEN 

• ROOD END 

• OLDBURY 

• LANGLEY 

• QUEENS HEAD 

• BRANCH ALL 

• WARLEY WOOD 

• HURST GREEN 


• HALESOWEN 

• QUINTON 

•HARBORNE 

• EDGB ASTON 

« BIRMINGHAM 
CITY 


freephone:0800783k5 
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I S-. Udls ml LI .50 per rrmut-i hram 9-1 Landlri:!. [dto frun rficnitftuta may vjry jrd 

cjIK It-j ii mtbllcs v^ll cost ujn:'.U--i'utt/ nurc. Cdfe w II lull tar ubat 2 ml-iuta. T^its wit 
£UJ plL!i veur standard Kfairt chard-- Unis Close 14 lh Cccanbcr. Letter w II be cetocr&d 
Iranis Ltcsnbtr. Scmk prcvidod by UqiiEss and StarVtVl lLG. I Idplnr IJM 444 U 1 -S 77 . 


Surprise Ilia™ special children in yu u r I ife Ihis 
Chris1ni.T5 with n nniqun gift from Snntr. flrr 
their light up as tnev receive a beauHTuI 
personalised letter train Santa himself along i 
with kwAly npnni^l gift and r.nrtiti ratal 
Our gih package m carefully naavchnrl ^nri 
deduped by KlutiKliuiml rls giving 
children a g-ft they will treasure! 

Call Now 

0906 664 3428 


Or Tent 


SANTA 
64343 


£1.30 p&r minute 

thechllda name, age, 
sex and full address 
i id uding postcode 


tats cost E3.Q0 







am eh E^l 

mmim 


Balloons fur all occasions' 
Fresh flower arrangement; 

Halldowretion ^ 
Funeral flower |Funjjabi oi 
English letteringl | 
Wedding flower: 
Hadcdraps 



OM 4 u 


♦\ry ?t rf: • Vta fclrflD 6. fallow • Ctoipxcft 6<s*i' 




We * Oecratlon$4(J i od e i mi j a»ti ^ warn tc 
promote me light imnqr art y*mr evrnl nnd can 
prQtffcte IfKt cteooraUw effect you icqure. 

Pr>Ctspi :*x p.fn * lulu*' In* >.~r.rtfs m .tr*Tr 

« fit Jff *'lT%£ rk iC ; »r>-r • 

l»tdkiplSniiiSi4^i.*4iri*^nCL-* .1 : » 

1 - 1 h 

rrqirirlo knrtS4rl- ti•! • V^Cpri’r^^ntlte 

» Tr f . e.trtr * *c rc ;>r* centre * 1 *,rr Lirrry r\ 

10% off on orders over £30 r—■ 

m^TiimthHadv^ftTrjQ^tdlwnunt ' 


t««f Otn f»Nil LllH» Ir.«nr«*j nc »v 
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t Our newly lefubished family friendly ip 
restaurant will cater for all your tastes. 
and at exceptionally reasonable costs! 

We offer a delicious irix of authentic Chinese 
dishes, from tlie starter to the main course, and 
net forgetting a scrumptious Pudding 
Vfe Ixive even introduced our own 
Ice Cream Machine! 

So whether it’s Lunch or an enjoyable Evening 
out come along and fill ^our |:4ate. and enjoy teal 
oriental food at its best 

Takeaway Service Available 

Bookings Telephone: 


01215005128 


























Heroines take 
centre stage 
in two classics 


TWO of children’s literature’s fav¬ 
ourite young heroines are being brought 
to the stage during the festive period. 

Matilda, Roald Dahl’s telekinetic 
schoolgirl, gets her revenge on a mon¬ 
strous headmistress and a loveless 
family in the Royal Shakespeare’s 
colourful new production at Stratford 
with songs by Aussie comedian Tim 
Minchin. It’s on until January 30. 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
brings Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
childhood favourite, The Secret 
Garden, to the stage this Christmas, to 
January 8. This musical adaptation will 
bring to life characters from this classic 
children’s story. 

When 10-year-old Mary Lennox is 
orphaned she must make the journey 
from sun-baked India to live with her 
distant uncle in wintry Yorkshire. Spoilt 
and unhappy it’s only when Mary meets 
a local lad, Dickon, and learns of a lost 
garden that she begins to take an inter¬ 
est in the house and its inhabitants. 

Playing Mary Lennox is aptly-named 
actress Amy Lennox, fresh from the 
West End production of Legally Blonde, 
where she was understudying to the 
lead role of Elle. Playing Dickon will be 
Tom Aldridge, who returns to The Rep 
for the third time following His Dark 
Materials and Peter Pan. 

And there is a third heroine, Cin¬ 
derella, at Birmingham Hippodrome. 
David Bintley’s new production of the 
classic fairy tale for Birmingham Royal 
Ballet, with music by Prokofiev, marks 
the company’s 20th year in Birmingham 
and is on until December 12. The per¬ 
formance on December 7 will featuring 
local teenagers with no previous ballet 
experience who have been working 
with the company in recent months. 

A musical version of Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail, Spamalot, opens at 



The three young actresses who take 
it in turns to play Matilda 

Birmingham’s Alexandra Theatre on 
Tuesday to provide an alternative to the 
usual festive fare. The show, which has 
been touring after a successful West 
End run, will include former Stars In 
Their Eyes host Matthew Kelly as King 
Arthur, I’d Do Anything winner Jodie 
Prenger as The Lady of the Lake, and 
ex- EastEnder and Grange Hill actor 
Todd Carty as Patsy, the put-upon serf. 

Co-written by Python Eric Idle, it will 
be on at the Alex until January 1. Inci¬ 
dentally, Phil Jupitus will be wearing the 
crown when the show comes to Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre in April. 

A revival of Keith Dewhurst’s original 
stage adaptation of Lark Rise to Can- 
dleford, is at the Grand until Saturday 
after which the theatre prepares for the 
arrival of Christopher Biggins, a giant 
genie and the rest of the cast of Christ¬ 
mas panto Aladdin. 


Jedward, Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham 

LOVE them or hate them - and 
lots of girls love them judging by 
the turnout - Jedward have 
become the pop stars they so 
desperately wanted to be. 

The Irish twins with the gravity- 
defying quiffs had appeared ulti¬ 
mate desperate ‘wannabes’ 
when first unleashed on the 
public via The X Factor. But here 
they were, record deal in their 
back pocket and playing to a 
teenybopper audience getting 
close to a frenzy. 

From the moment they hit the 
stage in pseudo-military gear 
with their version of the Black 
Eyed Peas’ I’ve Got A Feeling, 
they didn’t stop dancing and 
dashing around the stage. John 
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the puke 


REVIEWS 


and Edward must leave a sugar 
famine behind them in Ireland, or 
is it the E numbers that send 
them into hyperactive mode? 

John (or was it Edward?) even 
showed us his handstand skill - 
you don’t get that at an Elton 
John concert. 

Like the Duracell bunnies of 
pop, they didn’t stop for 90 
minutes. Their energy probably 
melted the snow off the venue’s 
roof. Performing live vocals to 
recorded music, they gave the 
Jedward treatment to karaoke 
pop favourites Fight For Your 
Right, Teenage Kicks, We Will 
Rock You, a Wham medley and 
chant-along numbers such as 
Jump and I Like To Move It. 

A version of the Jonas 
Brother’s SOS and Lady Gaga’s 


Bad Romance, complete with the 
dance moves, went down partic¬ 
ularly well. In there somewhere 
was an original song, All The 
Small Things. 

They ended with one for the 
nans - The Bay City Rollers’ Bye 
Bye Baby - before the inevitable 
encore, the Ice Ice Baby-Under 
Pressure mash-up and Ghost- 
busters, during which they 
sprayed the audience with water 
blasters. 

John (or was it Edward?) 
jumped off the stage, was 
mobbed and grabbed by two 
young ladies dressed from head 
to toe as bananas, proving they 
do have appeal. 

It was a highly entertaining 
night of pop panto. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 





Lark Rise to Candleford, 

Grand Theatre 

Due to weather conditions, the lorry 
carrying the costumes and scenery for 
the opening night of Lark Rise to Can¬ 
dleford at the Grand Theatre, was stuck 
in snow in Scotland. 

The production still went ahead with 
a full cast dressed in black and a bare 
stage. Because of the period of the 
play, a bit of imagination was called for 
from the audience. 

But full credit to this talented cast, 
what could have turned into a disaster 
turned into an unexpected entertaining 
evening that made you appreciate good 
acting. 

What was interesting to observe was 
the dual roles cleverly taken on by many 
of the cast that would have otherwise 
gone unnoticed had they been in 
costume. 

Folk songs were expertly played and 
sung by the cast and there were some 
brilliant comical moments when the 
women of the village gathered for a 
good gossip. If you can enjoy this pro¬ 
duction under these circumstances,just 
imagine how enjoyable it will be when 
the costumes and scenery arrive. 

LES JOWETT 



Cinderella, Birmingham Hippodrome 

BIRMINGHAM Royal Ballet bring their 20th anniversary year 
celebrations in the city to an end with an enchanting Christmas 
present. BRB director David Bintley has created a spellbinding 
Cinderella, lavish and dream-like, a treat on a par with the 
company’s usual festive offering, The Nutcracker. 

There is comedy, too, in the choreography of the Ugly Sisters 
and the human-sized mice, frog and lizards, who magically turn 
into Cinderella’s liveried servants when the pumpkin transforms 
into an ornate carriage. 

Elisha Willis is a most elegant Cinderella and lain Mackay a 
dashing Prince, and Prokofiev’s romantic music also finds a 
perfect partner in this fairytale world made real. It’s Bintley’s 
vision but John MacFarlane’s designs and David Finn’s lighting 
play a vital role in bringing it to the stage so memorably. 

Cinderella continues until December 12. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 



Explore your world with 

star extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

vsYAj.efiwsiiiJrD cc«m*D retiitrival 


UK tups, Europe by coecf% air 
arid Eurostar, plus holickys 


Tell me on a Sunday. 

Alexandra Theatre 

This a romantic adventure of a 
young English girl newly arrived 
in New York seeking companion¬ 
ship and love. This imoving and 
emotional story of broken 
dreams and loneliness, with a 
little comedy thrown in, is theatre 


at its best. This production has 
been thoughtfully reworked for 
present day audiences with the 
use of a laptop and mobile 
phone. 

The star of this one-woman, 
one-act song cycle, Claire 
Sweeney, gives a superb and 
competent portrayal of the char¬ 


acter with some excellent vocals 
to Andrew Loyd Webber’s music. 
Take That Look Off Your Face, 
Unexpected Song, I Still Believe 
In Love and the title song Tell Me 
On A Sunday were all delivered 
beautifully by Sweeney. 

A huge task well done. 

LES JOWETT 


lurtherateld 


Express Attar 



with every order 


dr iv t ways' 


EXTENSIONS 


Mob: 07983 603361 
Office: 0121 607 8164 


A Turkey and 
12 bottles of wine 


PUBLIC WARNING 


Baat (ha January VAT Incraasa Ordar It Now] 


Low Maintenance Gartens, Driveway*. Patios, 
Conservatories, Decorating, Tiling, Extensions, 
Kitchen*, Window Blinds, Lsan to'*, Battirooms, 
Plastering, Roof*, Roots, Central hftg, House Alarms 
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BIG AND TALL 
CLOTHING UP TO 8XL 

m.Bisfcigbllclitlijxii 

DISCOUNT 
SPORTSWEAR 





All major credit cards accepted 

Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm 
Wed 9 ana-5 pm 

5 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, BS9 4DT 

0121 511 1362 



WINDOWS AND 00NSE RVATORES 
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0121 3CC L»1 Ciid>Ui> 18W90 


iIiit 12, ^4«irosi mogri ji E$ute, lux 

FiliDcit^i i^l: U4.:r ™ 

C-lklSt 42^! |%ii 

FV^ri “ 




Supplkrt**-* /(# 

l„rtry*»' nt, * ,,,, * rS 




UuU 


mefu 1 ‘uQBu’DDQ® etlGUtHl 


On//ne Booking 
Exhausts # l/Ve/d/ng 
Winter Check 
Brake Check 
Crankhall Lane, 
Wednesbury 
0121 505 5588 
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p: EEC Mevjq Wsjtlier. n** Red 
Recouec. 11 + 5 T:. Ein-' cr Motto Ein-: EEC Mw.t; 
'^Vojtlier. CL-EEuT.jjtiHLit<F} it* SC Mevjt^ 
'.iVeotlwr. 14 * Rejoivl Mw.o; '.iVeotliet. 1+5 
Do-loro. 2 .-E Modna p: *** EEC Mevjt; 
■iVeotlier; Rejavl Mewo 4*5 CEEC 515 
■.'V®j*;®l± Lit;. 4 ** EEC N®wo; '.'Veotlisr. 4 . 4 * 
ReyfcHVl Mwjo Ro.j-Ji-iineG-; '.iTt-Jtlief. It* Tli® 
One SI 14 * EJidEnderojEECMevjq R®Ja vi 
Mevjo **• Hol>y Ctty ftjttTlrn Each Tim® - Hi® 
H-Ji Street Hut* EEC Mewo *15 Fejcivl 
Mevjq '.iVeotlier. Hu *5 Invijii®. n +4 Flni Tli® 
Ctnclcctlie P.VrrlJij®. < 1008 } ftrlod oo 4 n®<ty 
ct ji'iyi, dLTrliij Jojii Coil it; ^ 7 >Kit 1 ieri 1 evjL 1 * 
St.ji Sonet Se® H®jt. p> 11 * Mtfcrdi®t Tli® 
FTOfecdoiYloJR} *. 1 t Rennbojno® FwjoLdai 
<R} +.* Tli® BohIoV et <R} +.» EEC Mevjc, 

rrfflGJ* CEeeitfeo. 1 »* CEEC * 4 * 
1 1 ■ - 'CEoeitfec. 114 * ft+nci Rjrh. <R} 
Cl** Djll-y Ri'lttio 1244 Lire Snooher UK 
ClYiYitfonc 1 *]i. Hi® oi»< 1 iiu oeodort In ftar 
ceoontkancl nutdiSL, +. 4 * RtfiCeoo. p} 5 G 
Tli® l-Llry EHero' C■:■:+; Of. 4 .** Eu Jieott, <R} 
4.44 Strictly Com® Cuntfnj - It Tdiet- TV.o. 1*4 
U'j® Siooher: UK dviYi|tfort 11 |>. Hi® l®ochi:I 
roniyl of Hi® rjilili'j e'jsit r® jkIi®o ji oonctidai 
*** rLUrjil ‘jifcrlol B>edJl: RjiyLt Mltero, ft** 
Tli® Rjocfc Tlvit Ud» Hllat ».** P.lrjntLi <F} 
1 * 4 * MevjoilJ-t '.iVeotlier. 112 * Siooh®r UK 
duiYitfondilx n. 1 *Siooh 4 r:UKClYiYitfat 1 ^} 
E> 1 tji 2 . 1 * EEC Mevjc, +. 4 * dot®. 

I G** DjTjl:r®j*L * 4 * LorrJin®. ftiSTlie 
Jerer uy I'lyl® S 1 i:w. > Bj 44 T 11 oMon 1 i > KJ. 
124 * Looc® WoH iieHi 14 * ITV Mewo; 
'.iVeotlier. 155 Fejcivl Mevjq '.iVeotlier. 24 * 
HOLt® Git *** QoMltOlltReJl D®Jl. <R} 4 . 5 ft 
ReuloiYl 'IVeotlier. +J* P.ltLcmec Midero <R} 
5*4 Tli® .“In Ttoii'iYTdi S 1 >:w. 4*4 Fm-JohyI 
Mevjq '.iVeotlier. 4 . 4 * ITV Mwjc; Wertlier. It* 
EnnnertLnl®. U* Cjh Tbn K®ei> ji SeoretT: 
Tnl.Jt *** EirniertLI®. *** OoraijtJon Street 
ft** Cororvtlai Street 80 T®JTq 80 P.Vh iienti:-. 
Hut* ITV Mevjo jIT^it '.'Vedlier. Hu 44 Rejaut 
Mewq 'ITbJtlier. Hu* 5 Flni ^JYty:®-nio < 1008 } 
Oometto dJTrlnj FKtfwrt D® Tiro jii:I HlyCrytti. 
Cl** Tli® Sen®; ITVMwjc Heoclliec 24 * Tlie 
Roohlbrd Hlec-. 4.25 Hi® Jerenry I^H® SIiovjl <R} 
+J* mi MKItooreen 54 *ITVMai 1 ixjMwjo 

14.4 5 Fin I let Cooh. <R} 4.55 
GjltfKi Gjttfja <R 3 * 
Redly St|Li®ec®tl. 1+5 Euajljo-ly Louec- 
Fo>tii:hi:L <R} *.H E'ieryl>otty Louec- Fay noHyL 
<Fi *.+* Frjider. <R} tuH Aooadliu to Jin <R 
ft.+* Frier>:t. p} HuH Cn® Te® HI. 11*5 
Siotl'JI®. Cl** dYiinei + Mevjo SiimYTy 
12*5 3 Mute Waxier: Tli® Tinier Fflae 2010 

S -if ClH F:Pj®r CottM® Ettec p> 122 * Iron diet 
K. 125 Rlnr Ainerlaii CtierrllJi In Hie 
RIlMtfnec < 1080 } Seoaxl 'Wahl Wjt tlJiivi, 
oLttIxi Tyon® Fewer. 4 - 25 CoLitc 1 a.'.n +.* Ded 
or Mo Ded. 54 * Com® Dll® wBi M®. 544 Fair li 
ji BeoL 4*4 Hi® Sin:.oat. 4 . 4 * Htflya+c, 1 ** 
di Jiiiei + Mevjq 155 +Hiai Jtti ***KlictJe Jixl 
Rllt Perfect dTldnuio ft** Hi® FjiiYly Hut* 
Rji«le Eo.ylet- HjiiYicti Nljlto *.i 5 Tli® 
Marlin S 1 X 5 VJ. 11 * Hi® Ely Eunj Tlieory 1145 
FKi.ertt Wei:.. <R} ClH BUI Fim Cl+* World 
B-Ecy Sorlec, P} 1 H FreecHMrto on +. <R} 145 
Eeoiai vai®> 1 :dL 24 * I'OHr Eoolij Weehly 2.55 
■WahlSiJort <R} * 2 *Sdlna<R} *-+ 5 rtt®rvjor 1 <L 
<R} ».* EroHieroi Slcfcro p}+. 55 ER p> 5+4 
DejxlectCddi p} 

Mitoivmi ft.t 

h ^J ILilllll !■■■! Tl ^. W |(Jt SUIT. 
Hu +5 TtJn Go-klTtl. p} n +5 Hat® Coder 
<R} ClH Hat® Doota. <R} 12 .+* FPj® Mevt, 
12.+5 Deoxly Anjl® Fdttaav*;®: .“irtli Stejeit' 
Adreitireo, p} l+SMei-JI-aro. 2 . 15 Hain® Jixl 
.“avutj-: 2 . 5 * Finn .“Jon®. < 1007 } Drji ivi, otirlij 
Him® CTonyi. 54 * R'j® Msvjo; 'Wsdlier. 544 
M®ljl»Lro <R} 4*4 Han® Jiiel .“WOTy p} 42:5 
U'J® frail StlKlO. FPj®. It* R'j® MWJt Jt 7 15 * 
Street MJihet diefc; FPj® Movjc uixlJta. *.** Sen 
FJtroi Ul^; R'J® Mevt jt O ft** d= 1 : Mjiit. Hut* 
CS 1 : MT-; P} FPi® Mevjt U|>:Lt®. 11*4 CSI: Crl ii® 
Scene liTiectJydlai p} t** Hu® CSI. <F} 1*4 
Silver Cod t. +** Hi® FE 4 Flee..IF} +.+ 5 Hat® 
Doda. p> 5 H MktfiieiJib 'IVld dvilenj®. p} 


Chcmii*! 4 


|GJt* EreddJtt ft.15 FJ|j Of Elttll 
"" 1* Ha n ec-1J l ■: ksr fl l® Hr n n er; p} 
ttO r-lw.c-; Wedlia. 11** Red 
Reoaieo. n+5"R>Eiry a Motto Eiry EEC Mevrq 
Wsdlier. 12.15BjrjdiiHLi2<R} 1**EBCMevjq 
Weetlwr. 14* Rejavt Movjq Wedlia. 2+5 
Dodoro, 2.15 Mcdm <R} *** EEC Mewc; 
WecrHia; Redond M avtc. 4*5 CEEC 515 
Wediect Lit:' p} G** EEC Mwrq Wedlia. 4.4* 
Rejcnd Mevjt Rotfjnmieq Wedlia. It* Hi® 
One Slim 14* WdLias P. Gr-aittb Work I of 
liTieitkai; EEC Mevrc; Reykaid Mevjc, *** 
JlirnybRood Riotay Su4* rijei SttabSInitf® 
Siitf^ero. ft** Hi® T^tfTatlo®. H**EEC Mevro 


FIrn 2010 vtfHi CLikLi Wil-ilaiYn; rijHavt 
Lotay UIxL-tft 112 5 Rlii Hi® Fwfeot Stain 
< 2000 }; 7 «d 1 ieri 1 evjL 144 sijn Son®: Oaniry 
Hjxjho <R} 225 Gred Erlttii WjeI® Mem. p} 
4.5 5 EEC Mewo. 

14 ** CBeeitfec. 1*4 CEEC *.** 
Ic£eei:-lec-. 1144 My RitHoc 1*4 
See Hsjt. 14 * U'j® Snootier Ul^ ClmitfaicJti 
Hi® oiienlij cecdaio of Hi® IIret two dLTfcr 
Undo +.44 FoiltJecc, <F} 515 Hi® httry Ethero' 
Cooti Cf. 4 **E.j.Jl®JXt._iF} 4 . 4 * Strlotty OoiYl® 
DJiidnj - It Td»o H,'>:.. It* U'j® Snoofta: UK 
CIviYitfaicHJ. Hi® oaictKlnu cecclat of Hi® 
tv.ooi:®i 1 ij c|.LTte® 1 liYto. ***EdvjuToljnRTin 
ft** .“J>: 4 ®it Worlct. Hut* Hi® .“j:i:rat 1 ':®:Tail® 
Flal 1*44 MevjcdJt '.'Vsjtlia. lti* Sixtier 
UK dviin|tforcl 1 |i C_H Hie FoootHvt LVti® 
EIIIohil P;I- 2 * EEC Mewo 4 u 55 doo®. 

rUTfTM 4 **DjTiJ:.red;.*_ 4 * Londis. * 25 His 
UKAfljaeiw a wjl Hu 44 Hit- Madia 

124 * Looc® Wanai 14 * ITV Max-; Wedlia. 
155 R® Jcml Mewc-; Wedlia. 2 ** Hac® Git 
*** doMi-catt Red Ded. <F} 4 . 5 ft Rejaid 
'Wsdlier. +*• P.lcLonia P.lrcleru p;> 5*4 Hi® 
rtJii HtoiTiYTdi Sxwjl G *4 Rejavt Mevrq 
'Wsdlier. GJtITVMwjq Wedlia. l**Ooiondlai 
Street 14 * U'i® UEF.“, diTYiitfaio L®j>j.ks. 
.“roavil ■/ RrHnn Eei.j-jxl® flJdi-of 7 + 8 |airt 
H *4 ITV Msvjo Jt Tsn Watlia. Hu 44 Rejaid 
Mevjc/Wsdlia. H .4 5 i_E F,“, Cl vi i ii :+:■ i y- L®j>j. ks: 
Etfrji Hm®. Cl 45 Hi® Sohis; ITV Mewc- Heoxllnec 
2*5 RIyi: Hie Covjlxy WJiy < 100 +} + 2 * Hie 
J aa iTy K y ® SI i:w. p ;■ 52 * IW r- 1 P J tcorea \ 54 * 
ITV Mad hj Mowg 

14 . 4 * Ftliet Cooti P} 4 . 5 * 
lTt> GdtfKl GdtfYl P> 115 
Fredly 3 c|.i®®s®oL 1 +* E'ja> 1 »ly Louec- 
FiJiynaid <R} **5 E\ray>:-:ly Louec- Fayi iiaxL 

0 *25 Rjider. <R} ft.H Aooadiijto Jlin p} 
• Rlaxlu pj HlH On® He® HIL 11*5 
SyijI'JII®. 12 ** dYiinei + Mw.t SiiiTiviry 
12*5 3 Mute Wax Pa: Hi® Hnier FtId® 20 Kl 
1 R} t 2 * Iron Clief 
Red 'IVTtdi < 10 + 3 } 
R.aivntP:. c-ejTtirliij jxPiatir®, otTrlnj Join 
Wjtj-iis jixI GjI FiLcceiL *25 Caitdovjn +.H 
Ded or Mo Ded. 5 t* Com® DliewUi M®. 544 
Far Ii ji Bed G**Hie S 1 ii:cohii. 62 * hktf|ya-*G 
Dt* dvmei + Mewo. 155 +HiaiJtti *** 
Klrctt® jixl Rllb Perfeot dTCfiut, ft** Grjixl 
Ded.jt. H.** RlkPsHI:®. p} tl* 5 Hi®E-ja 2 
<R} Cl* 5 Mc 4 o ai +: Qi Hji:ti 122 * Mclo ai +: 
Hi® fillxi-n durt Six.r TPOUh S:®-:iJl ^ 
Cl 9 * P.lclon +: Merary Fr 1 » Secdaio. p} 
1 * SP.ldo ai +: Hi® TJiiyi dvrt S 1 i:w Si> 01 PJt 
12 * FI in Q ■: I :■:■>! < 2003 } liaecn rajaiyeHTlIa, 
ctiTlnj di:-l Mlxdh. * 2 * EroHiat -P. Sttac,_p} 
+* 5 (Si®H®® HI.+. 5 * HI Street Hnec, <R} 5 +* 
Caitdwjn <R} 

Mkdntiei ftulS 
Wljt Stitf. 
Hu +5 Hldn GookLrd P} 11+5 Hate Doda. 
<R} ClH Haio® Doda. P} Cl +4 R-j® Msvjg 
C .+5 Jjii'.i l- of Hi® H|:i>:>: Aiicflii Staienc-' 
.“Kpjatirec.. p> l+ 5 Mei J 1 xa.ro 2 . 15 Hane Jixl 
.“A'.iJTy 2 . 5 * Hi® Rimly R®o|>e. <R} 2 . 55 Medoln 
Mornate-. <R} 4 * 5 Rln T-jo Aydixt Hm® < 2002 } 
54 * FPi® Newc; 'Wsdlier. 54 * M®PJil>arc, p} 
4*4 Han® Jiixl .“A'.UTy <F} 42 5 LPi® fr.a n StiKlo 
FPi®. 1 »* FPi® Mevjo d 7 14 * HJiLuxl 
Emerjaioy R'j® Mevjc- Hxtt® *** Emerjai^ 
Stiaq FPieMa'ic-JitO. ft.** TI CIS. p} HuHLjvj 
■F. CroPa: Crlnlid litat HlSSLjivj i QnPa. P} 
IlSSFoher. Cl 5 * a ( »rCjxlna 


Chonn*l 4 


Bmar 


ETedrtct ft .15 Ft> Cf Erttdn 
Hanec UixPa Hi® hLnima; 
<R} EEC Max-; Wedlia. 11 ** Red 
Recaiec 12 + 5 T:. Eiry or Mdto Eiiy; EEC Mewo; 
Wedlia. 12.15 Bjrjdn Hit It* EEC Ma-.c; 
Wedlia. 14 * F^ejavt Ma'.c-; WeaHia. 1+5 
Dootao 2.15 p: *** EEC Mevjc; 

Wedlier, Ren Paid Mwjc. i .*5 CEEC 515 
'Wsdwct Ui 2 . 7 f} G** EEC Max-; 'IVedlia. 4 . 4 * 
Rejavt r-Pavc- Ftojjiyiyioc; 'Wedlia. 1*4 Hie 
CneSimUtEJictEixIaq BECMevjc<R®Jaid 
Msvjg *J* Hi® ,“j:i:raTtP:®: HieFInl R'j®. ft** 
Htj® I Got Mevjofa TotL ft** U'J® JtHie ^xlo. 
Hut* EEC Mewc. H 25 R®Javt Mevjc; 'Wedlia. 
H .45 CiiedPm Tin® 11*5 Ht Wee+J Shlixj 
'Wsjtlia. 12 ** Sji Son® .“KklSal to uti noclL 
Fnnajiivi. <F} 1*4 ConCylll® p> 155 fttkp.i®c- 
Ra-xtliovjL p} 2.55 Hie Tanj dec <F} 4.55 
EEC Ma'.c-. 

^nH 4 ** CEeeltfeo It* CEEC. *J* 
l^l^UdCBeeitfec, 1144 T^lmd Rjrti P} 
12*4 Ddly RjIHoc C 2 * LPi® 
Siooher UK Clvin|tfaic 11 |>. Hi® oi^alnj 
l®o:Johv- Ii Hi® raidiliy Ivjo <p.LTterilivt. +J* 
FolUeco <R} S.t Hi® Hlry Btiac'Cooti Off. 
4 ** BuJisjvt, <F} 4*4 Strlotty Can® Djiidnj 
- It Tjtiec- T'.io.. 14 * LPi® Siootia: UK 
dvinitfaicllix Hi® oaxtfLKlxj ceod:it of Hi® 
two raivtilij <p.LxbMlijfc, **• n jeiti Kltdien 
*.44 Fid: Sieiit Caildi Clttdinjc. ft** fit 
Han® wBiHi® GeorJJiiL Hut* Meua Mlxlflie 
Eicsoootio. * . 4 * r -1 ew □ l PJ 2 Watt la. 112 * Hie 
,^:i:ratlo®: Tail® Rreol 12 ** Siootia: UK 
dnnitfaitfliJ. Cl 5 * EECMevjc 4.55 doc®. 

I Gut* Q.Tj. 1 :r®JiPL *** Lorrdn®. ft 25 Hi® 
JaaYryKyPeSiovjL H. 4 * Hlo Mailnj. 
CJ* Looc® 'Wanai 14 * ITV ria'.c-; 
Wedlia. 155 Rejavt r-Pa'.c-; '.iVsjTHia. 2 ** 
Hat® Git *** ddilicont- Red Dal. p} 4 . 5 ft 
Retail 'Wsdlia. +** Mklcana MLrolac. p} 
5*4 Hi® ,“Jjn Ttoii'iVTCii Siovr 4*4 Rejaid 
Ma'.iq '.iVsjtlia. 62 * ITV Max-; Watlia. it* 
Eninadl®. *** Coravtlai Breet LPi®. ft** 
CoroiYtlai Breet 80 T®jtc-, 80 Manato Hut* 
ITu' Ma'.c- d Tai; '.iVsjtlia. *.** Rejavt r-lavc-; 
Wedlia. H .45 Coravtlai Street U'J® <F& 1145 
Hie Lit Dei:d®. CL* 5 Gr 1 meilJtac, <F} 12*5 
Hie Saie; ITVMevjcHejxllnec 2 * 5 SrfJio® p} 
* 2 * Hi® Jaany KH® S 1 i:w. <R} +.15 ITV 
rijtaieai 54 * ITV P.Pailij Ma'.c-. 

1425 S 1 I Mdl. P> 4 . 4 * 

_|Ftinet Cooti p} 6 . 5 * To 

Gdtfvi Gd:i:oi. <F} 115 
Recity S*te®caL 1+5 E'jayl>o<|y Lo'jec 
FayviiaxL p> t.t E'jail>m|y Lajec RjMnaid 
pf*.+* Rjda. p> ft.* Tt-xrdnu to Jin p} 
ft .44 Frlaxt. <R} *.* Cn® He® HI. 11*5 
SivIPill® t.t* Clvmei + Max- Siniwry 
Cl *5 3 Miifc 'Waxier Hie Hrna Rbe 2010 
p: ClHFJ'j®t C^OLIJ® Etec, <F} 122 * MyEdeii 
p;. 124 * Irai dief UK. 14 * FI in Hi® Ljid 


5*4 Com® dn® vtfHiM® 544 Fair Ii ji Bed 4*4 
Hie SinxaiG 4 . 4 * Hoilyodc.. 1 ** dximei + 
Mwjg 155 +HlOLIJ 2 l 7 i *.** KIcH® JlIXl Rllt 
Ferfed dirldrnnc ft** Hi® FP:tc® Hvt P.V>:Ps 
Mec Boy Geory® tilt Hm tily Eect Friaxlt 
We:kina < 1507 } Ranjitlo oan®h{ vtfHi JUti 
Rcixrtc- Jiixl Den not MLfraiey tit* Red^a. 
12.55 Klnu of Hi® HIL 1+5 Qir Dnijc Wa. p} 
Jl+* DlqdKtfiec; Hie Not Erttdn Doecnt 'IVni 2 

§ }*** Broflierc-P. Sdac p}+. 15 ER.<R} 5 t* 
>sT®® HI. 5 + 5 CoLitoPa'.n p} 


Charm*! 4 


Charm*! Flv* 


IG** P.ll:civ*»l ft .15 

- b His WPjIt Stirff. 

H .+5 HLivi GooktroL <R} 11+5 Hat® Doota. 
P} Cl* Hat® Doota. <R} t 2+5 R'j® Mavt. 
Cl 5 * Eleitfviit Clia.j®: .“itOn Ste-ieno' 
AoPjatiirec <F} l+SNe+Jil-xrc, 2 lE I-P:h iis jixI 
rt'.iJTy 2 . 5 * Medc- Ii Maneitt <F} 4 **M®j 1 d Ii 
P.> anaitG <R} 4 .H Flm 'IVtilni Wei. < 2008 } 
Fjitty ofjimji 5 ** FPi® Ma'.c-; WsjTtlia. 5 H 
MeiJ 1 xi.ro p} 4 ** Home jixI fin vry p} 425 
U'jeftan StiKlo R'J® 1 ** FPi® Mewc- Jt 7 14 * 
HJtJixl Emaoaicy; R'J® Max U|xL*® **• 
SI ia Rvrjxtfi Mjctay: Rajedat FPi® Mewc-Jt 
8 < ft** Flm Men of Fiona. < 2000 } 11*5 Hi® 
Walol of Stiitfol Crlnlvit. 12*5 SixrCJtln® 
+.** Hi® FBI Flee <R}+.+ 5 Haio® Doota. <R} 


1 6*4 EroddJtt ft .15 Ftp Off EtCIii 
t.tt hPanec-UixPafli® HJiYina: <R} 
EEC Ma'.c-; 'WsciHia. 11 ** F^al 
Recaiec 11 + 51 b Eiry a Mot to Eiry EEC Max; 
'Wedlia. t 2 . 15 Edj'tii H.nt <F} 1*4 EEC Max; 
Wedlier. 14 * Rejaid Mewq WecrHia. 1 + 5 
Dodac 2.15 Mtclna P} *** EEC Max; 
Wedlia; Rejavt Max 4*5 CEEC 515 
Wsdted LI*, p} G** SC Mewq Wedlia. 62 * 
Rejavt Max Froj-Jinnec; Wedlia. 1 ** Hi® 
Cn® Slia.i. 14 * ,< 0.1 ecu on of S»ft <R} EEC 
Ma'.iq Rejavt Max t.t* EjctEixPac-. **4 Cl. 
ft** Strldly Can® Djixtia Hut* EEC Majc 
Hu 25 R®Javt Ma'.iq Wedlia. H 25 Hi® Grdvrn 
Mortal Slia.i. 112 * Hie rLiHavt Lottery FrloLry 
MJt dJi'.'u 114 * Rln drty Dcndxj £ hLunui 
r-lJtc-. < 200 +}; WectliePilajL C. 55 S.ji Sons: Hi® 
r-Pxriviv, <FJ 155 Hatai Hi® Dectli of Hi® 
OoeciitT p} 2.55 Hie Tanj Cnee, p} 4 . 55 EBC 
TPajo 

14 .** CBeeitfec. 1*4 CEEC * 2 * 
■cseetiPec. 1144 T^lmd PjtK. <R} 
12*4 Cdly FoiBoCi 1244 U'J® Siooher UK 
dvin|tfaid 1 |>. Hi® oijaliu cecdai of Hie llrct 
«n 1 - 1 livt + 2 * Foiittecc, <R} 515 Hi® Hj*y 
Btierc-'Cooh CR 4*4 EaJisji:t. p} 4 . 4 * Sttl.Jty 
Can® Dcixtf ixj - It Td»c H,x>. 1 ** LPi® Siootia: 
UK ClmitfatltJi Hi® ceoaxl Jixl oaxtfLKlm 
cecdai of Hie llct canHlvt. 14 * Mjtdi of Hi® 
CiJTyU'i®. Cl leer v- FvtP; Fen .jac-'i 'Wtfonl <K 1 oti-oR 
7 + 8 |:nt.. ti.tt Tli® Statfisn K ,“j ii:c- Sliaj. * 2 * 
MajalJt. 11*4 Hie RaJaj Slow; 'IVectlia. 
115 * Siootia: U 11 dniYitfaidlix 12 .+* Flm 
M<kletovjn < 2003 } dJi'iYi, Ltirrlig P.Vttlia , .i 
MxfjKlysn. 2 * 5 doc® 

IT 3 f^lG**[]CTyly 4 C*. *. 4 * Lorrdn®. * 25 Hi® 
J aa ny I ■; >1 ® St >:w. * 4 * HIcMailna 
124 * Looc® Wanai 14 * ITV Ma'.iq Wedlia. 
155 R®uPav 1 Ma'.iq Wsjrtlia. 22 * Hat® Git 
**• ddilitoit- Red Ded <F} 4 . 5 ft Rejaid 
Wedlia. +** Mktana MLrcPerc. P} 5*4 Hi® 
>yjii ntciinadi Sl>:w. 4 .** Rejavt Max; 
'Wedlia. 4 . 4 * ITV Majc; '^Vedlier. 1 »* 
Enin a-: Id®. 144 Corautlai Street t.tt 
Oaitrwtfco Ktoliai 42 * Coravtlai Street ft** 
Caavtfcn Street SOtti Hie Ha SO. Hu 4 * ITV 
r-Pa'.iq '.iVsjTtlia. 11*4 Rejaid Max; 'IVectlia. 
11*5 Flln: Td:lnu U-iec, < 200 +} Deteott-i® 
HTlPa, derrlixj rtioeiliJi Jol® 1*4 Hie Saw; ITV 
Majc HejxITnec.. 4*4 Rlin Si:®dec-: Hi® 
,“A'.dH.ilia < 2007 } Sci -11 liona ctiTlia 

Heiavi P.Vttccai. +.+* ITV MJtcaeai 544 ITV 
Mailia Majc 


Charm*! 4 


iTb Gdtfxi Gnltfvi 115 
Redly Sp.ie®»<L 1+4 E'ia>i»ly Louec- 
FeninaxL <F} **5 E'iajtf»ly Lajec FeninaxL 
P? *25 Rjtler. p} ft* 5 Aooonlnato Jin <R} 
ft .45 Friaxlc p> H* 5 Cn® He® HI!. 11 ** 
SndPill® 12 ** Clvmei + Max- SiiinvTy t *5 
Iron dief UK. 1*5 Clvmei + Rjidixj. *2 5 
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2- the pUpe _ 

The Blackpool lass who’s 
now a towering performer 


From reality show to stardom, Jodie Prenger talks to LEON 
BURAKOWSKI about Spamalot, a TV show... and her pets 


I’D Do Anything winner Jodie Prenger is 
looking on the bright side of life, having left 
the cast of Oliver! to star in touring Monty 
Python musical Spamalot and with a TV sit¬ 
com to be broadcast in the new year. 

The Blackpool belter is playing a showbiz diva 
in the musical featuring Always Look On The 
Bright Side Of Life and she will take a lead role in 
BBC show Candy Cabs, a comedy from the 
writers of Dalziel and Pasco. 

It’s about a ‘women only’ taxi firm in the North- 
West and also features ex-EastEnder Jo Joyner, 
Lisa Millett and Claire Sweeney. 

In the two years since the public chose Jodie, 
over the judges’ favourites, to win the coveted role 
of Nancy in the West End revival of Oliver!, her 
rollercoaster career ride has been on a permanent 
up. 

She has become a regular on TV and radio, pre¬ 
senting the Lottery Show, covering for Elaine 
Paige and Paul O’Grady on Radio 2, and making 


lots of concert appearances, many with her 
showbiz pal John Barrowman.She also made an 
album of nostalgic wartime songs and has a new 
album coming out on major label Sony next year. 

Before I’d Do Anything, Jodie first got some¬ 
times unflattering exposure on reality weight loss 
show The Biggest Loser (she lost 8st) but has no 
regrets. “It gave me my health back,” says the size 
14 songstress. I try to get out and exercise but I 
love my food. I couldn’t be one of those people 
who sniff a lettuce leaf. 

But her biggest love, as those who saw her help 
pick the dog to play Toto on Over The Rainbow 
may guess, are her animals. 

“I’ve got loads of pets back home in Blackpool 
where I lived with my mum and dad,” she says. 
“Three dogs, two parrots, pet chickens, got a tor¬ 


toise, two rabbits, one cockatiel, two budgies and 
some fish ... and obviously Hogan is with me. 

“Hogan Jacko Prenger, he is a Yorkshire terrier, 
the son of my other one at home. He’s still a 
puppy. He’s very good.” 

She will be lighting up the stage at the Alexan¬ 
dra Theatre in some amazing gowns as the Lady 
of the Lake - a mickey take of showbiz leading 
ladies - in the musical based on Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail. “I saw Spamalot on the West End 
and loved the show, loved the comedy, loved the 
costumes, loved the sets - I loved everything 
about it. So when I got asked to do it, I jumped at 
the chance,” Jodie says. 

But wasn’t she worried that it made fun of the 
showbiz world she now inhabits? “It’s got to be 
done. If you can’t laugh at yourself what can you 
laugh at?” she answers. “I can’t stand 
‘starry’ people.” 

Jodie learned her craft the hard way, 
on the northern cabaret circuit, sup¬ 
porting the likes of comedians Jimmy 
Cricket and the late Bernard Manning. 

“Oh, the Manning crowd,” she looks 
to the ceiling as she speaks. “They had 
about five teeth between them. “The 
cabaret circuit was hard graft but it 
really helped me, to be able to have a 
good laugh with an audience and I 
sang all the songs of the musicals. 

“I’d Do Anything was hard, you had 
to put on this amazing show every 
week but doing something you love 
doing doesn’t really feel like work. 

“I owe the public a gazillion thank- 
yous. It is everything I have dreamt of. 
Dressing up and singing these songs, 
it’s like being a kid.” 

Spamalot is staged at the Alexandra 
Theatre from December 7 to January 
1. Jodie will not be appearing on 
December 22, 23, 24 and 26 because 
she’ll be going home to Blackpool to 
spend Christmas with her family. 


Josh, older and wiser 


A BROKEN heart inspired the lyrics 
of Hold Me Down, this year’s hit album 
from young Surrey rockers You Me At 
Six, who headline at Wolverhampton 
Civic Hall next week. 

Frontman Josh Franceschi told the 
Chronicle: “I have only had my heart 
broken once. 

“The relationship with my long term 
girlfriend finished just before the band 
began work on Hold Me Down. 

“It was a cathartic process. I poured 
my emotions into the lyrics. I think that 
is why people can identify with it.” 

The success of the second album 
from the melodic power punks has 
catapulted them from the Wulfrun Hall 
two years ago to playing to more than 
five thousand fans at the Civic on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

Josh says the arenas are next. “We 


are planning an arena tour for next 
year,” he revealed. “That's the next 
step. 

“There are different types of eupho¬ 
ria depending on the venue. 

“I enjoy playing an intimate venue 
where there are no barriers and every¬ 
one is sweaty and I am just a step away 
from the fans but I also enjoy playing in 
front of thousands at an arena.” 

He said that some of the songs from 
debut album Take Off Your Colours 
may be reworked at the Civic gigs. 
“Some of those songs were written 
when we were 15 to 16 years old. Now 
we're 21-year-olds,” he explained. 

“But we always keep in mind what 
our fans like. We feel like they've grown 
up with us. 

“It's good to be coming back to 
Wolverhampton.” 
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DDINK 
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Bacardi 70c! . 

Gordon’s Gin 70c! . 

Smirnoff 10c! . 

Morgans (spiced Rum) 70cl 

Bells 70c! . 

Jack Daniels 70c! . 

Courvoisier 70cl . 

Smirnoff Lime/apple/blueberry 

Glens 70c! . 

Glens Hr . 

Harveys Bristol Cream. 

Famous Grouse 70c! . 

Chivas Regal 70c! . 

Jamesons 70c! . 

Canadian Club 70c! . 

Jim Beam 70c! . 

High Commissioner 70c! 

High Commissioner 1 Ur 

Teachers 70c! . 

Glenfiddich 70c! . 

Three Barrels 70c! . 

Luxardo Sambuca 70c! 

Taboo 70c! . 

Sourz 70c! . 

Southern Comfort 70c!. 

Carling Lager (8 cam) 


£9.99 

£9.99 

£9.99 

£9.99 

£9.99 

£15.99 

£16.99 

£11.99 

£8.99 

£12.99 

£4.99 

£10.99 

£19.99 

£14.99 

£14.99 

£15.99 

£9.99 

£13.99 

£10.99 

£19.99 

£12.99 

£11.49 

£4.99 

£8.99 

£14.99 

£5.50 


BUSIED 


Kestrel Super Lager. 

Fosters Lager (Scans] . 

CarlsbergLager (Scans]. 

Stella Lager (S cans]. 

Carlsberg Export Lager (8 cans) .... 

HolstonPilsLager (Scans]. 

John Smiths 440ml (6 cans) . 

Banks Bitter/Qriginal/Smooth (S cans] 
Old English Cider (Scans] 

Blackthorn Cider (Scans] 

StrongbowCider (Scans] 

WKD 70c! . 

Bacardi Breezer 70c! 

Smirnoff Ice 70c! . 

VS 70c! . 

Blossom Hill whitM .... 

Echo Falls white/red/rose 

Versare Italian wines. 

Vinea Quality Spanish wine 


Lanson Rose 

Bollinger. 

Baileys 70c! 


Each £ 1.00 
£5.50 
£5.00 
£7.00 
£ 6.00 
£ 6.00 
£5.00 
£6.50 
£5.50 
£5.50 
£ 6.00 
2 for £5.00 
2 for £5.00 
2 for £5.00 

2 for £3.00 

3 for £ 10.00 
3 for £ 10.00 
Each £2.99 

-klprice £5.99 
£5.99 
£24.99 
£27.99 
£9.49 







MANY MORE OFFERS IN STORE... 

OFFERS START 6 DEC FINISH 5 JAN 

BEERS, LAGER & CIDERS (all cans 500ml except where indicated) 


6 Crankhall Lane, West Bromwich B71 3DY 
Telephone 0121 588 3340 

> OPENING 13th DECEMBER - ^ 

Unit 8, Crossways Shopping Centre, Heath Town, Wolverhampton — 



* v 
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7/Rv Vw? !J J u /. '/< 'f{ ¥. --f o 

Fully Lioonsod Rtsteturant and To koa way 

FREE HOME DELIVERY 

M iii Oder £8 within 3 mile rad ius 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

Bookings Btfuwtn T2 noon a nd 0jw» 

5 COURSE TRADITIONAL ENGLISH 
CHRISTMAS DINNER OR 5 COURSE 
INDIAN MEAL 

£19.99 p«r Adult. £10.99 R«r Child 
Ca ff fn For D«taiVb 


TT 


-I P * 1 


-1 d d =1 r 


Buy 1 Curry Get 1 Free 

on oolle-ot ion only 


Piwno* 3 Available Up&n PiMm tat ion 

Of This Voucher 


Free 


ot 




\Nw\® 


deft j 


ctOC^' 




Open 7 Days A Week Including 
Bank Holidays 

Sunday - TIiLisday: 5.00 pm - till late 
Friday and SatLrday: 5.00 pm - till late 
2 a and 4 Westminster Road, 
Stone Cross, 

West Bromwich, B 71 2 JQ 


Tel: 0121 588 4412 / 588 5881 

Dhlny In LattOnlwt: iO min* b4fw«<l«tfciy 


_ J 



Oj n nlni Times 
) C mH-Qpm 

DELfVERY SERVICE AYAIIA ft UE 

7«l: 0121 44® 0004 

«« . 4 * «A 


To advertise on our 


Forthcoming Events 


please contact 

01902 319590 



tglskrete 




Christmas 
& new Vear 
at the Douecate 


Hill Top, rat BuormJdi, 

B 700 S 0 

0121 556 0008 


?PJHf OUltfl 

ItST ftA LK. IV IJb p tm r i .1 

Ul*Kfc fc)|fV|jllU 

c mm niROii cm cut ccces m tt* 
MID MHJAIKYZfll 

my 

II**. *■«***<*• 4 ttpn 

UeirNIS.tM«*> U>l 

CHnsmwpwB linn 

Pivcwrf'ooiy 

4iMN Fltkitru 9amrs’; 
tltDfcCVtfl*®' U>3t« D*4WMJ*r:fl4 

e» a iu»w4 Dv,t 

5pm 

irLiM 

it hi* $ 


CHHSTmKM UDOtlLUMI 

p-^SfewfoaV 

»Co*r*vl1*l l» crlii t *t*m‘ i 

1C nMi>tD&30 pm 



rjFu nw s (is omit & disco 

ll*4v> ftft Iba v*d 1 mi 

ftCr.ttarAIMf fM*w< 

|Doeti*4.*ir»iJid*l0 
6 to £ it |ji |us i\o> i »4 


Jr- wSwfHiw v "1 

r H\o |»aft»3 Carmy frcralrt taam^-lltk Dmadmr, 12«om4f»v . 

i *1himflidociiJfai»r(i^. A 

ft -- M 

^ Dj' gTyij^ riii Pj YwT 


A' .vv _ 


J 




y /traditional *uf> 


pi 

0 / 2/505 4200 


BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY HERE 

DiCry far GwivCnw Eva, B»£if Day £ Evawitl #n/y^«rf bm 

TiaJwe# avaiobf« fmn bahmd (h« bar w,k Art2/20/ 0 


Dfl 0 rfA/MS Dm • Uhm « • 

***** nmi bamD^nw mdCtrdTHin 

WANTED Wanted. Lai tf y « p##/ (mm Canted t* driab 


Y LOVIFOOTBALLTHIMYOU ¥ 

I flhy 3D> flhYft|»r4 HDt KfiPH A 
Ywatflw *11 Jwftiln liw* Iwc All 


WILL LOVI VSt 

lK*-4HI'4fl*Y 3 mm 
“ ■ fe «n/wilVH 


MONDAY to THURSDAY 


) 



DRAUGHT BEBtS 

Curling.41.99 

Coors Li^iL4.5% nLv.41J 9 

KaJtRlsner Lnger.4M9 

Stron^jcw.42.25 

Meiers.42.25 

Guimtes.42.29 

DtiitU H<MB*Vodlft'Wli5lc*y 41.50 

V We believe in Happy Days.Hot Happy HoursV 


BOTTLES 

Budweiser. I..’ .41.99 

Hols ten Fills.4M9 

Crirlsherg..41.19 

ALCO POPS (£flii*iit1w*iii?) 

V::d. ...4M9 

VS. 4M9 

WIHESi Edio Fnlls£loGsom Hill 75d..44.99 


Food »rv«l dally from 5 pm till late Tite&ttey) 


Q 


DISCO/LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

M FRIDAY, SMURDAYAND MW MGHTC jm frmd to 


) 



.FACILITIES AVAILABLE: 

j* Pool Table 
* Live Sports Events Viewed * Juke Box 

OPENING TIMES- 

Hondny - Timrsdny I Frid^ i Sitnr^ I SinMny 
I0nm-l 130pm I Inin-2.OOmn Ihin-IIJOpin J 
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_ft Ho^epf Property, 



arming to ways of 
cutting heating bills 



It’s important to insulate where possible 

With the VAT hike and 
higher costs ahead it is still 
possible to prepare your 
home for the chilly weather 
without breaking the bank 


HOMEOWNERS across the 
UK are preparing themselves for 
the time of year when heating 
bills rocket and come January 
we’ll see the dreaded VAT hike. 

The good news is that the inside 
of your home does not have to 
resemble an igloo as you try to cut 
back on heating to save money. 

NHBC, the leading home warranty 
and insurance provider for new 
homes in the UK, offers advice on 
how you can prepare your home for 
the chilly weather and enjoy a warm 
home while keeping costs down. 

• Insulating your home is key. 
New homes are built to higher insu¬ 
lation standards and have more effi¬ 


cient heating systems which are 
kinder to the environment and mean 
lower heating bills. However, if your 
home is older, it’s important to insu¬ 
late where possible - double glazing, 
loft and cavity wall insulation are all 
good ways of trapping warmth in the 
home. Lined curtains at the 
windows and also on front and back 
doors reduce drafts and keep heat 
in. 

• One of the most obvious and 
easiest ways you can cut your fuel 
bill is to turn the temperature down, 
(ideally keep temperatures between 
21 and 24 degrees centigrade 
though) however, reducing the tem¬ 
perature by 1 oC could reduce your 


heating costs by 10 per cent. 

• Heating system - it is impor¬ 
tant that all gas boilers are serviced 
once a year, so find out when your 
boiler was last checked. Contact a 
Gas Safe certified installer (Gas Safe 
Register replaced the CORGI gas 
register in 2009) to carry out an 
annual check and to make sure you 
are getting the most from your 
heating system. 

• Radiators - are they cold at 
the top but hot at the bottom? If so, 
the likely cause is trapped air, which 
should be released using the valve 
at the top of the radiator. Also, leave 
radiators and heaters uncovered - 
most heat comes from the top of a 


radiator so let them work as effi¬ 
ciently as possible. 

• Keep doors closed. It is impor¬ 
tant to isolate the warm air in your 
rooms by keeping internal doors 
shut whenever possible - especially 
if they open onto areas like the hall¬ 
ways which have outside doors that 
can create a ‘cold zone’. 

• Shut your curtains - it may not 
seem like a big step but air trapped 
between the curtains and windows 
will act as a buffer between cool 
window panes and the warmth of 
the room, saving money on your 
heating bill. 

• Be energy aware - remember 
to switch lights off when you leave a 


room. Turn off the heating if you 
open your windows and avoid using 
the stand-by option on electrical 
appliances. 

• Use low energy light bulbs - 
switch from conventional light bulbs 
to low energy ones. Although they 
might seem a bit pricey they will 
save money in the long run because 
they use less electricity and could 
last up to 12 times longer. 

• Choose the right size pan for 
the food and cooker and keep the 
lids on when cooking - you’ll reduce 
cooking time and the energy used. 

For more money-saving tips go to 
www.nhbc.co.uk 
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Visit us at our wobsito 
www.tdylors-estatea9ents.co.uk 
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VISIT US TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW WE CAM HELP YOU BUT A BRAIRD MBIT HOME AT HERITAGE GAIDEMS 


HERITAGE CARDENS, UPPER CHURCH 

LANE,TIPTON, WEST MIDLANDS DY49PA 


*E'dJib*jiL&i brow btuli the way 3.0.1 ieueL»ihw 


^REDROW 


HOMES 


luxury homes with 
real character just 
16 minutes by rail 
from Birmingham* 


redrow.co.uk 


L OUM ok** » Of kM.il* CfTfJflTTi rUJlfl* 0 A tniH tm Of * fUttU. flITMl T 

Claus olaiiwitty jty seated, aL^triVA^jOi^ .vaivi utL vu: rwosis » Hmmgi.m arti 

Llfcluwhar*|ton Ijy utitk xnl 

A ■:* **iuuiiii£ duet **4 ii«u Jtojrves ftoen « bit}? a# 

Y.UtkM-M'f four 4V HkviHrunr -y«i0121 &>7 %V*K1 






16 Upper Nigh Street 
Wadnaobury WS10 7HQ 
Tat 0121 506 7670 


Goodchilds 

Lslate & bettings 
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View properties online www.goodcti1lds-uk.com 

Call for your Free Valuation 


« Brownhllls 
• Cannock 
«Great Barr 



Lichfield • Tamworth 

Milton Keynes » Wednesbury 

Stafford • Wolverhampton 

Sutton Coldfield * Walsall 


HomeofProperty - the key to finding your next home 


Searching for a home has never 

been easier _ _ _ 

#VT Horne of Pro pert y 

jLrvvao(F>g r«^> aAF prsparty ■ mmmm n11 m m*m 



Qra 1 i_#rt r a ya 1 Ivy tht 
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0121 505 1818 
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www. paukJubberiey.co. uk 

the estate agent 
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OslQjloof cdl oi.r properties*© 
awoihbe on our 'jiebste 

www. pau klu bbe rley.co. uk 


pa uldubberle y 

the estate agent 


W«st Broimvtoh 0121 525 2111 
Qw*t 6ricl$j» 0121 522 3723 
W#cfcvecbnry 0121 506 3533 

<* om a I: i tntiefri <3)xMjl<J«44>2t4o y. <» 
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114 Lots 


Loti 
Lot 2 
LotS 
Lot* 
,-« k- 
ute 
Lot 7 
Lot 3 
Lot 3: 
Lotltt 
Loti 1: 
Loti 
Lot® 
Loti 4: 
Loti 5 
Loti fe 
Loti 7: 
Loti St 
Loti S 
Lot 2II 
b*21: 
b*22: 
iotas 
Lot21: 
Lot 2 5: 
Lot 2 to 
Lot27 
Lotas 
Lotas 
LotSD: 
LotSI: 
otSi 
-* : ' 
•* :1: 
otse 
•tSE: 
ot37 
•1 ?. 

■till 

■*11: 


ID Up I'lintai-o.Ffltlflrii R.MiI, Enliktoii.J;?ollflttil '.'Hit Lot 12 

7 Ml La ip, llonrltai.Cofifiwotil '.'Hit Lot® 

31 ^whfli amt VUikhi Omi.Jtflollattal ','Hit Lot 11: 

251 3iriTiWlJIP.lliT.tO.rjl.COfiilWOtlVKfllt Lotte 

Stt?at 23IK132 Hl'IwFlOOil, BFjlBOtoll.Lam Lot 17 

7? AJOPOfct fi-Mil, RlSasisv..RflAlflttll "Hit Lot ISt 

Tip Filipp 213 .tJwioii "Fi-miI, RleaolBirx Certiyoilm..iim-ilnBil ','Hit Lot IS 

73Camptai3oirt Lramikrbii Spa.Raoitartallir.p-lrMflt Lot® 

1® 3aiih>*Roflil Wotoniiipfoii..J:1mtbI '.'Hit Lot 51: 

ai TlftniRofli^EoinrJh.Jtflollattal Ynit Lot® 

Tip Iron RUofcr, WKtwStmt Hfctou.DwdopiwirtOwomitV Lot ® 

act CIpAt Roflil, Caoo? RronKtoli..tommataal Inwliiiflt Lot a: 

ID Acton RoiI.MIaIbI .iim-iHsttl','Hit Lot® 

721-725 SfrttailRoiL SpiMII....! . Ln.X®flnH .torniwx*!Vnit Lot® 

3t Hantai Roa.L Wakai..JtflAInttl Ynit Lot 57 

Uit2 ArttaPiK YtetBromukli.Cofiiiwotl'.'Hit Lot® 

2S Burton Crrwflt,WofcwlimpfcMi.RflAtartallnwlniflt Lot® 

17?PrtiopofYfttacLaiP,Mr-iSSo.Rflatartallnwliiiflt Lot® 

37 Saintai RoaiL BFtirtOHi.J;?cilflttl '.'Hit Lot 31: 

TlpFmtwilflcTa™nB3StloliiStmtDMllfy.CpvlopriiflrtOpportiitV Lot® 

YfcOalo TlwHoucq 37 FroowctRoail, Rtatary..J;?cllflttil '.'Hit Lot H: 

Up Hll 1 ™u 7a tAWaai nmi R.MiI, Em I hy.EprfocmnrtOHwrtiitV Lot ® 

at Brtl.jwtliRoail.YAdvfllBmpton..TonmnoolYHit Lot® 

a RToot Pool Avpiii^llirhonp......J;?cilflttl '.'Hit Lot 37 

a BrflwRofliLQnhy.Jtfloilnttl Vnit Lot® 

3RlHltR04il WllflllJI.RflAtariallllYfllrYlflt Lot® 

Laikl ofTEa-Jaflo^R why Rail;.Laul Lot 711 

Up Daw Lane. YAnlflcLanq rakal......... _.R? Ifl.^occiiflrt rfci fly Lot 71: 

Laikl atHarwctftoailRwhyRajk.Laul Lot 72 

Laihl attlp liiKtfc.n ofHar.POiRoail-!. TIpA'.tmp, Roctry Rfl.f5..Laul Lot 73: 

S® E:ahNilhh~ Lain Hall Omi.R«tlnr1allirpimflt Lot 7t: 

1BB1oa3k^S?fyOak.JtflAlattal Ynit Lot75 

a Erlwlw, Rwooii Uw Fh> a 1 1, V&A Eromutcti.Rflitarlal liiwlmst Lot 73 

Hara.pcAil. 271 Rooooil Drt^ 3olnl.....Hara.jw Lot 77 

3-a3FUilfloo^3lirHou........-.Jlioinl Rntci fiaia-jrc LctTSt 

l^> riTi>:niLaip1 1 khi-^rl4 E*tn;Kfllwili......fcorim^alttoaiUirpImflt LotTS 

IJSwpflttpRoail StayCak.RflAtartallir.p-ljTflt Lot® 

aDV^lfliRoailVfthflfBKftoii.JtrtlnttlYHit Lota: 

latSH.JiSta^BrailoyHwtli..Borinvmotil'.'Hit Lot® 


13 Yktorta R.MiI, Stfltfocil..._.ft?cfitattl Yaoart 

23 JAtactpol't HflrrttJ.iri R.MiI, Btjhacfcn.....Rflctlattil lir.pctriflrt 

11 RtrtcrtPho^ WfltPtiry.Lorn nmol a I Part Woaitff-atlirmtiviflrt 

HanlukfcBoirt YAwilLanq, SlmUy...Jtfl4laftal lirmtimrt 

52 tltOHi 3timt VSA wlarvirtoii.3omrvwolal Part Woaitff-atliiwtiviflrt 

1® Eaoolii: R'MiL WIiwii mi .CPY*pmflrtO» ortutty 

® DattHi RoaiL klyOak.....RKlihttil Yaoart 

iai CorrtLaii^ Bilmtoii.....FMitaUil Yaoart 


I toortLaip, Enliktoii 
11 E« F.lntfoot biHirtHhlrirtnrt, Hnfcy ti 
RotiiW E^:1 dm o31" .'.kr-a 11 h RoaiL TUohi 
L aul Ai|»flt K AlutStimt, trilfey Hwt 


rti Anlni....Fpolitattl Yaoart 

_ _, t Jxhi ...DwrtopuprtOwortutty 

Ailxflt a? Aftit3bmt Crilry HflUi.DmtaopmflrtOip ortutty 

Laul 3w*Pfli33 r. 7D Larlotvoota Fi-miI, YAhlPotviry.DwtaopmartOwortutty 

Laul at 133-1 ® HatawufliStmt R-y-tfl.'Rfl.lv..DwtaopmartOpportutty 

St? at Ja-wfcP Stimt V*ot EromuMi.DavtaopmartOw ortutty 

3t?Ailaonrt2 Lra .'.'.flip, ^fltpotury..DpvtaopimartDpp ortutty 

StaatnrihRoaiLtatmairoHI RoaiL Tipton.DwtaopmartOwortutty 

St? at 1 ®-£B3 Tol Enl Fi-Mil, Tfctori.DflV'*pmartOpportiit& 

71 DoijpoolLn^Sta^Paik....Jiflilflllillii™t™rt 

12 Rty Stmt 3ir*m Stole oil TTflt.....fiaditattl Yaoart 

71 Ewhwrastwt Ftatoii, 3tok?oii Ttflt.....Rrfitattl Yaoart 

21 TTtilyRoait YAlfllBlI.....FMitaOlYaoart 

S3 Capellll, SmSIiukt.Conwvwotil liiwrtmart 

57 Aiktaton ParkRoil, RToorfcy.... .Radlattl liivaotmart 

23 Erfiailnfioail, VAolwlBmpton.....FMitattil Yaoart 

13 F.lir-lBlI RoaiJ Y.'ltalall.f;?-ilflttl liimtmart 

13 CaUiikl Fi-Mil, EIoo-tJoIi .....FMitattl Ya«rt 

1® Y.'ltoni Loil.pRoaiL Erillh.rk-iL.Afl^lnttal liimtiYiart 

Prwr*r Hohkp, RotfaSSnta; Snwtliukt....Sorvuiwolil Yaoart 

13-21 Hfltw&flwflt Sollul.torivYiflobl Yafliiffifl^InttilliivflrtTYiflrt 

SOvfl^wHono^ Klrjrt.nR.Mil, Akpotw.....FMitatbl Yacart 

11 Ovwony Hoiiofl Kliuaitnii Fi-miL Alopotw.....Fplitattil Yaoart 

211-221 EarrStmtHooM^. EofYmmotol Yao*rt 

1DE?roliOmu Cm la, 1 . Sorvuiiflotl Yaoart 

1 EH EflittliF^ Erookdita TWotiL.....FMitattl Yaoart 

ISEiaihy SbrntPAKnStETtal^HII. ..JSflAlflttlliNfltfiYiflrt 

113Proha1Roail (Mm YAolwlBmpton. ..JSAilflllilliiYflamart 

1®-1®a Vfi trrtoo R.MiI, SmrUiulolL.ionoiiiflxililflMitattil Yaoart 

® ap*r; 3100^ 3iaMw Sum; Rahltoli.FMitattil Yaoait 

13 3ort*an;3looa Srvwtliukt. FMitattl Yaoait 

13LatiiniriiR.MiL EoirMI?.. Fp-litattl Yao*rt 

3 Bkitia *ii RoaMEaot Eal all H-wli.Fplitattl Vao-art 


Lot® 

Lota: 
Lot® 
Lot® 
Lot S7 
Lot® 
Lot® 
Lot® 
Lota: 
Lot® 
Lot® 
Lota: 
Lot® 
Lot® 
Lot 37 
Lot® 
Lot® 
Lot 1ED: 
LotIDI: 
Lot1D2: 
LotIDI: 
Loti®: 
Lot IDS: 
Lot IIP: 
Loti IE: 
Lot1D3: 
LotllD: 
Lot 111: 
Lot 112: 
LotllS: 
Lot 111: 
Lot 115: 


® Pal? Strata; Uppa-Oonal.Rfllitatld '.'a.Mit 

3 Awni (itwv, V/q nHq/, StouhrtFj?.Rflditatiri '.'a-Mit 

177 YAolvortiamptoii Stmt DMlfcy.SonvYwrotal^flotitattal lirwrtmflt 

KLytwooilHUSmtaliulot.RfllitaOJ '.'a.Mit 

a 3 T.tiin R.MiI, Enlih.tOHi.Aflotitattal lirvflrtmflt 

I tlBnrj.yiltkr-", SlobiL.RfllitatiJ '.'a-Mit 

ISE-TlihtoHi Y.'ay, Y.k.KTrtBrrfto.n.Rflditatiri '.'a-Mit 

7 IvyHon^aLaim, 3«ta?y..Rflditatiri '.'a-Mit 

II SlHKtoiP Wlhy Roail Haloraufli.RfllitaOJ '.'a.Mit 

a TlpPamtaCiail^HratlL.Rflditatld '.'a-Mit 

13TJyk>rRo»l,PTH1tal Wolurtiampton.RfllitaOJ Vaoait 

135 Sottwll? La ip, Y^anl Bkl.Rriitatiri ^oait 

®DS?lyDakRoaiL3oiinrJI?.Rflditatld Ya-Mit 

17 F.Urlai.'R.Mil, Hlh.hT.HfOf |L.RflditaUJ '.'a-MIt 

® OofikHiRoail HTlwrn?..Rflditatld '.'a-Mit 

® Satial .Y.flii?, Etktoii.RfllitaOJ '.a.Mit 

133 Alvaolnroli R-MiI, Yfct Hwtli.Rflditatld Vaoait 

272 RtotatyRoaiL Hkilhut?.......iorvuiwoli Vaoait 

1 HaiiBliR-Mil, ElhrtoHi - SOlS-Pf30(T .RflJitaBJ '.'a.Mit 

17WikwStmtTtrtoii.Rn-j.tatlJ ttoait 

73 Llk? R.MiI, Pai^ Y.'ot.TrtianftoiL...RflditaBJ '.'a-Mit 

lailoiTrflitoHiT.y.fl-.PortfWIi'iro.'.'i Erilih.ton. RaditaBJ '.'a-Mit 

2i : Ea-.il? LTAr-oflt, Bxlfllial Strffv..J:?-*itattl lirwtmflt 

Tli?Eant173 3onl?^nr?aiEa^3tfl5lfonl.RflditaBJ Uoait 

1D2 YfctrlwRoail Smtaliukt.iorvuiwoli Yao-ait 

1 Chi-jIi-: R-miI, Co^taoy.. RflditaBJ Vaoait 

® H^l? F;om 1 1, Y.'fltprftaiL.RflditaBJ Vaoait 

ID Saiklltail EtIHj?, Pflraitat&rtfllryHIl.RfllitaBJ Vaoait 

7 lihJotiyOanlflK; YAolvfllBnptoHi.J:?-1itaBil Invflrtmflt 

1D1 Hobtai 3ffl»flt YAkall.Rriitatiri Vaoait 

® HayfljSttmt YMSronwkli.RflditaBJ Vaoait 

13 ftnklou R.MiI, AtimRo-o+L. RaditatiJ Vaoait 
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BEARWOOD 
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LANDLORDS REQUIRED 
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0121 544 4554 


LET your property for FREE! 


* (Subject to Terms & 
Conditions) 

Yes, you did lead 
it right! 

* NO SET-UP FEES 

* 6 MONTHS’RENT 
GUARANTEE FOR 
FREE 

* NO LET, NO FEE 

* FREE EPC 
CERTIFICATE 


★ Due to demand we 

URGENTLY! 

Require properties 

in the. 

West Bromwich, 
Oldbury, Smethwick, 
Tipton, Tividale and 
all other San dwell 
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* PLEASE CALL 
NOW! 
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The stylish and economical new Twingo Gordini 100 will be ready to order in 
January 


Terms & cciKJibsnsa^p^. CM at, to rewcsreend raisonly. Nol n conAmclioii wihoiv other ©Hers 

ard applet io iw* erdosonly ijurrih delivery bet>.«ieri 27 th December 20 ID ard 3let January2011 
OHer applies to mojufac liters list pee of tlto weNck, rat any* extras, delivery ar associated 
rpgistratorii < 1ce < ksi>g coses 


JUST months after launch¬ 
ing Gordini versions of the 
Renaultsport Twingo and Clio, 
Renault is now poised to 
release an even more afford¬ 
able, twin-striped version of its 
smallest model, Twingo, priced 
at £11,395. 

The new Twingo Gordini 100, 
powered by the 1.2 TCe (Turbo Control 
Efficiency) petrol engine, is aimed 
squarely at customers looking for good 
handling and affordable running 
costs, wrapped up in a chic and sporty 
three-door package. 


The appeal of the Gordini versions of 
Twingo and Clio Renaultsport to a 
younger audience has already sur¬ 
passed expectations, with sales of both 
models having risen significantly. 

So much so that, since their arrival 
across Europe, the ‘halo’version of the 
Twingo now accounts for two-thirds of 
sales and one-third in the case of Clio. 

Renault is now aiming to emulate 
the runaway success of its ‘French 
flair’ models with its latest arrival, 
which slots into the range above 
Dynamique, in place of the former GT. 

The newcomer is instantly recognis¬ 
able as a Gordini, through its trade¬ 
mark twin racing stripes with subtle 


Twingo earns its stripes 


‘G’ badging across the bonnet, roof and 
tailgate. There are gloss black front 
and rear bumpers, extra-tinted rear 
windows and tailgate and discreet 
‘Gordini Series’ badging. 

The sporty theme continues with its 
colour choice of three - Malta blue, 
with white Gordini stripes and match¬ 
ing details (foglight surrounds, door 
mirrors and rear spoiler), or pearles- 
cent black and glacier white. In the 


case of the latter, the styling details 
are picked out in anthracite. 

On the inside, the bespoke ambience 
continues. The Gordini 100 features 
dark carbon cloth seats with embossed 
Gordini logo and white stitching, blue 
door trim inserts with white stitching 
and blue leather-trimmed steering 
wheel with two white stripes to indi¬ 
cate the straight ahead position. The 
Gordini rev-counter comes in trade¬ 


mark blue with white background, 
while the gear knob and base share the 
same blue hue. The centre console is 
finished in gloss black, while the 
pedals are aluminium. The upmarket 
feel also crosses over to its equipment 
level. Standard kit on the trendy addi¬ 
tion to Renault’s popular city car line¬ 
up, includes 4x20W RDS radio with 
single CD MP3 player, Bluetooth and 
aux input, air conditioning, 15-inch 
Turini alloy wheels with polished face 
and black inserts, cruise control, elec¬ 
tric windows, speed limiter and inde¬ 
pendent sliding and folding rear seats. 

The Twingo Gordini 100 can also be 
ordered with features previously 
unavailable on GT, including polished 
alloys with blue inserts and leather¬ 
faced Gordini seats with blue detail¬ 
ing. Other options include climate 
control, metallic paint and electric 


panoramic sunroof with sunblind. 

The Gordini stripes on the bonnet, 
roof and tailgate are a no-cost remov¬ 
able option. 

Under the bonnet of the latest 
version is the responsive 1.2 TCe petrol 
engine, pushing out lOOhp at 5,500 
rpm, with a top speed of 117 mph. 
Meanwhile, beneath the chic Gordini 
TCe 100 body, lies the GT chassis with 
stiffer shock absorbers and bushes, 
and recalibrated sports steering. 
Despite its dynamic on-road perform¬ 
ance, C02 emissions of 132g/km mean 
the Gordini TCe 100 qualifies for the 
Renault eco 2 signature, as well as offer¬ 
ing impressive combined fuel economy 
of 49.5 mpg. 

Crucially for a car of its ilk, and espe¬ 
cially its appeal to younger buyers, its 
insurance group is likely to be compet¬ 
itive when confirmed. 
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Get closer 


Offers 
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Caps you can afford... 

...from a name you can trust 
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Patriot now quicker 
and more economic 



The updated Jeep Patriot has a more modern Mercedes-sourced diesel engine and new features 


CHANGES to the diesel- 
powered Jeep Patriot SUV 
include a powerful new 
engine, improved fuel 
economy, greater torque and 
improved trim levels. 

The current 2.0 Volkswagen 
diesel engine has just been 
replaced with a modern 163bhp 
2.2 CRD engine sourced from 
Mercedes-Benz, offering a signifi¬ 
cantly wider spread of torque 
available from lower RPM. 

This new engine boasts 
advanced common-rail technol¬ 
ogy with a turbocharged diesel, 
leading to significant improve¬ 
ments in power output (+ 23bhp) 
and torque (+10Nm) combined 
with an increase in fuel efficiency 
to 42.8 mpg (combined). As well as 
the fuel efficiency increase, C02 
emissions are further reduced. 


This leads to a lower tax band (H) 
which in turn reduces showroom 
tax and the annual tax burden. 

The more powerful engine 
increases the vehicle’s maximum 
speed from 117mph to 125mph 
and reduces the 0-62mph acceler¬ 
ation time to 10.7 seconds. 

Serious 

But it also cements Jeep 
Patriot’s position as a serious 
towing vehicle, elevating its 
maximum towing weight from 
1,500kg to 2,000kg for a braked 
trailer. 

The new diesel powered Patriot 
will be available in the following 
versions: Sport, Sport +, Limited 
and Overland. All are powered by 
a 2.2 litre diesel engine. 

Sport trim now offers improve¬ 
ments such as body coloured door 
handles, Hill Start Assist, leather 


wrapped hand brake and ‘active’ 
head restraints (front row). 

Sport + versions now offer 
cruise control, deep-tint sun¬ 
screen glass, leather-wrapped 
steering wheel with audio con¬ 
trols, Bluetooth and rear view 
auto-dimming mirror with inte¬ 
grated microphone. 

Limited models add Hill Start 
Assist, leather wrapped hand 
brake, ‘active’ head restraints 
(front row) and a six-way power 
driver seat, while the Overland 
version also gets a raft of high 
tech and luxury features includ¬ 
ing 18-inch aluminium wheels, 
premium leather trimmed seats 
with embroidered ‘Overland’ logo 
and rear park assist. 

The new Jeep Patriot range 
starts at £14,995 on the road for 
the 2.4 Sport petrol, rising to 
£21,995 or the 2.2 CRD Overland. 
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SPORT 


Gunners 
outshoot 
youthful 
Villa side 


YES, Villa have wretched 
injury problems at the 
moment. Yes, Gerard Houllier 
is still finding his feet back in 
the Premier League. 

Yes, he has no option but to 
thrust responsibility into the 
hands of young players endeav¬ 
ouring to cope with one of the 
toughest leagues in the world. 

But they have to do better than 
this. Villa simply must do better than 
this. If not, there is serious danger 
ahead for both Houllier and the club. 

As bold and as ambitious as they 
were against Manchester United in 
the previous home game, Villa were 
weak and submissive in this one and 
deservedly got picked off by an 
Arsenal team which at times did its 
best to hand them a route back into 
the match. 

Two weeks after displaying the 
promise and potential of the young 
talent emerging at the club, this was 
a performance which exposed the flip 
side of Villa’s outlook. 

With inexperienced players comes 
inconsistency at a time when the 
Premier League table shows they can 
ill-afford such wild swings of form. 

Villa are only three points off the 
relegation line and have a difficult 
period ahead which they must nego¬ 
tiate without some trusted old hands. 

Sympathise 

And as much as it was easy to sym¬ 
pathise with Houllier’s acknowledge¬ 
ment that Arsenal were simply too 
good for them on the day, there was a 
danger that the elephant in the 
room - a relegation fight - was being 
studiously ignored. 

Not by others. A watching Ray 
Parlour, the former Arsenal mid¬ 
fielder, recognised the danger signs 
observing: “There’s real problems 
here at Villa. They’re only three 
points above the relegation zone and 
they need to get results at home. 

“If they play like this they could be 
in a relegation dog-fight this season 
there’s no doubt about that. Aston 
Villa were poor.” 

Villa’s decline from the high-points 
of last season- reaching a major Cup 
final, semi-final and challenging for 
the top four at least for two thirds of 
the season - represents an alarming 
collapse which former boss Martin 
O’Neill sensed in the wind but then 
accelerated by the timing of his exit. 



Houllier is left picking up the 
pieces in the midst of a dangerous 
casualty list which only adds weight 
to the surprise of his Arsenal adver¬ 
sary Arsene Wenger that his fellow 
countryman had decided to exchange 
the cosy armchair that was his job 
with the French Football Federation 
for a hot seat back in the Premier 
League pressure cooker. 

He’s only won a couple of league 
games so far and without major 
improvement on what we saw 
against Arsenal his record may well 
not improve much before Christmas. 
While it is difficult to be too hard on 
the new manager, he will not expect 
to escape criticism unless he fashions 
a response to this growing predica¬ 
ment. 

There would be no better time than 
against the old enemy last night 
(Wednesday) which took place after 
the Chronicle went to press. 

Suddenly, it is Villa who have too 
many Premier League novices in 
their ranks and Carling Cup quarter¬ 
final opponents Blues who look the 
battle-hardened, top-flight hacks 
waiting to grind their neighbours 
into submission. 

All Houllier has been able to do so 
far is take advantage of Robert 
Pires’s non-contract status and bring 
him into his squad simply to add to 
the numbers. 

Pires, possibly envisaging a series 
of appearances from the bench at 
least while he found his match legs 
again, was probably as surprised as 
any on Saturday to find himself start¬ 
ing in an advanced role in support of 
John Carew. But such was Houllier’s 
predicament that he felt he had no 
other choice after losing Gabby 
Agbonlahor. 

It was a disastrous miscalculation. 
Not only did the game whizz by Pires 
it handed Arsenal an initiative which 
established the two-goal cushion that 
eventually separated the teams. The 
gap was arguably wider. 

With Pires withdrawn at half-time, 
Houllier added Nathan Delfouneso to 
the fray, which at least upped Villa’s 
energy levels, and found in Ciaran 
Clark the third young player to stake 
a claim for serious future considera¬ 
tion after Marc Albrighton and Barry 


Bannan. Clark is a centre-half being 
deployed as an emergency midfielder, 
a role he is taking on with no mean 
success and his two goals which kept 
Villa nibbling away at Arsenal’s 
ankles like an annoying puppy were 
symbolic of his determination not to 
go under without a fight. 

But his was a rare success story on 
a day of sobering judgement on just 
how much Houllier can expect to get 
from this mash-up of the team 
O’Neill left behind and the players he 
so controversially rejected. 

Villa were fortunate to be only two 
behind at the interval such was the 
relentless goal threat carried forward 
by Arsenal’s monopoly of possession. 

Indeed, they got within six minutes 
of the interval and the chance to re¬ 
group without conceding only for 
James Collins and Luke Young to 
make a damaging collective mis¬ 
judgement on the halfway line for 
Andrey Arshavin to scamper clear 
and score. 

Outstanding 

Samir Nasri added the second from 
a meekly-defended corner five 
minutes later although it is worth 
noting Arsenal could still have had 
two more in-between times, Brad 
Friedel completing an outstanding 
save to deny Marouane Chanakh 
after Nasri had wasted a glaring 
chance after dribbling around the 
keeper. 

Driven forward by Clark and 
willpower, Villa restored some pride 
and gave their supporters at least a 
faint snapshot of the team they had 
seen take the game so thrillingly to 
United a fortnight earlier. 

But without Gareth Bale and 
Rafael van der Vaart at their dis¬ 
posal, this was a two-goal lead 
Arsenal would not squander. 

Clark cracked home a splendid 
51st minute goal - although there 
was a doubt about Carew interfering 
with keeper’s eyeline as he got back 
to his feet from an injury — and then 
headed in another after Chamakh 
had spend beyond Richard Dunne to 
restore Arsenal’s two-goal advan¬ 
tage. 

But the Villa revival ran out of con¬ 
viction and Arsenal’s fourth, which 
was simply converted by Jack 
Wilshere, was no more than the visi¬ 
tors deserved. 



Alex Song and spirited young gun Ciaran Clark battle for the ball in Arsenal’s 4-2 victory at Villa 


TALKING POINT 


RELEGATION: At what stage 
are we officially allowed to start 
worrying about Villa? 

Former boss Ron Atkinson does not 
believe they will get sucked in to a sus¬ 
tained relegation threat but with 
numbers thin and experience missing, 
it is difficult not to be fearful. 

Gerard Houllier’s impact so far has 
been muted and despite some more 
pleasing football to the eye, the results 
are just not stacking up. 


Next two games ... 


LIVERPOOL (A) DEC 6 

Scene of a remarkable victory last 
season, the return of Gerard Houllier to 
Anfield will dominate the build-up. 
Recent evidence suggests they will 
struggle. 

ALBION (H) DEC 11 

For some fans of both teams, this is 
THE derby. And for the first time in 
Premier League history. Could be a 
cracker. 



Premier status brings 
security for the Lions 


SANDWELL Lions Cycle 
Speedway Club’s successful 
Premier League application 
could not have come at a better 
time for this long established 
club, and provides a much 
need platform to help to firmly 
re-establish the Lions as one of 
cycle speedway’s most pro¬ 
gressive outfits. 

It certainly provides a welcome 
relief after a three year uphill 
battle against a succession of off¬ 
track problems. 

Club secretary Brian Buck said: 
“First, Sandwell Council’s plans to 


redevelop Tividale Sportsground 
where the club has been based for 
the last 41 years, indicated that it 
was likely that a site for an alter¬ 
native base would need to be 
located. Uncertainty followed 
when the council suspended these 
plans. 

Better 

“Now, the financial climate has 
resulted in the plans being 
scrapped altogether and the cycle 
speedway facility will remain in 
place, and with a Premier League 
place secured, Sandwell can look 
ahead to better times after two dif¬ 
ficult seasons in which the club 


has suffered from a chronic short¬ 
age of fixtures.” 

Few people connected with the 
Sandwell club envisage the Lions 
as challengers for the Premier 
League Championship in 2011 but 
with the rising stock of the Smith 
brothers, Lee and Matthew, 
leading their charge, the team will 
be competitive. 

Add to that a revamped flood¬ 
lighting system, improved water 
supply and the facilities required 
to attain the standard that the 
Premier League demands, the 
club aims to provide entertaining 
racing at Tividale. 


Albion opportunity for cup revenge 


ALL our local clubs have been 
handed tricky away ties at Champi¬ 
onship outfits in the third round of the 
FA-Cup. 

Albion will face a familiar foe after they 
were handed a trip to Reading, the side 
that dumped them out of the competition 
last year. It is a repeat of last year’s fifth- 
round clash when the Royals beat the 
Baggies with a 3-2 extra-time victory in a 
Hawthorns replay. 

The first tie at Reading was equally 
eventful, with the teams battling out a 2-2 
draw and each having a man sent off. 

The two clubs were also paired together 
in the third round five years ago, with 
Reading again coming out on top after a 
replay. 

The Royals ran out 3-2 winners on their 
own turf following a 1-1 stalemate at The 
Hawthorns 10 days earlier. 

Wolves and Doncaster will meet in a cup 
competition for the first time when they 


play their clash at the Keepmoat Stadium. 

Rovers, managed by Wolverhampton- 
born Sean O’Driscoll, are 10th in the 
Championship. The last time the teams 
met in a competitive fixture at The Keep¬ 
moat Stadium was in a league game five 
days before Christmas in 2008, which 
Wolves won courtesy of a Neil Collins 
header. 

Villa go to Sheffield United, where they 
were beaten 3-1 in a fourth-round match in 
2005. 

Blues will head to Millwall. Their last 
trip to the New Den was a Carling Cup 
clash in 2005/06, a tie they won on penal¬ 
ties. 

Elsewhere, Manchester United and Liv¬ 
erpool will meet in the third round at Old 
Trafford. 

The bitter rivals’ clash is the highlight — 
and the only all-Barclays Premier League 
tie — of the last-64 draw, which was made 
last week at Wembley. 


Fellow top-flight big guns Arsenal and 
Chelsea were granted home ties against 
Leeds and Ipswich respectively. 

The two non-league teams already 
through to round three were both handed 
away ties, with York travelling to Premier 
League Bolton after their win at Darling¬ 
ton and Huddersfield the destination for 
Dover, conquerors of Aldershot. 

Four other teams from outside the Foot¬ 
ball League took their places in the draw 
with their second-round ties yet to be 
decided. FC United of Manchester will host 
Portsmouth if they come through their 
replay against Brighton, while Crawley 
will tackle Swindon once more for the right 
to take on Derby. 

Droylsden, of the Blue Square North, or 
League One Leyton Orient will get a trip a 
trip to Norwich. Luton have the biggest 
incentive, with Tottenham awaiting at 
White Hart Lane if they can see off Charl¬ 
ton in a replay. 
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Left: Chris 
Brunt is 
hugged by 
team-mates 
after scoring 
Albion’s 
second goal 
at Goodison 
Right: 
Albion’s 
Jerome 
Thomas 
holds off 
Tony Hibbert 




Victory over 
Toffees helps 
Albion out of 
sticky patch 


CHRIS Brunt has 
challenged Albion to 
use Saturday’s victory 
at Everton as the 
launchpad for another 
winning run. 

The Baggies shocked the 
Toffees with a 4-1 Goodison 
Park success to claim their 
first win in six Premier 
League matches. 

Brunt, who shrugged off a 
groin injury to score with a 
stunning free-kick, is eyeing 
another run like the one that 
propelled them to fourth in 
the table. 

“The win was important, 
especially after the run of 
games we’ve had, because 
you never know where the 
next win’s coming from,” 
admitted the wideman. 
“Hopefully we can now start 
on another run like at the 
start of the season. 

“We all knew what our 
problems had been over the 
last few weeks, we didn’t 
have any fluidity. 

“But this time we did and 
we looked dangerous going 
forward. We looked danger¬ 
ous on the counter-attack and 
it was a hard-earned three 
points. 


‘We didn’t start overly well 
and were under a bit of pres¬ 
sure at the start.” 

However, Albion must now 
cope for the next two matches 
without midfield anchorman 
Youssouf Mulumbu, who 
received his second red card 
of the season in the closing 
moments. 

He was booked for celebrat¬ 
ing his goal with the travel¬ 
ling fans before collecting a 
second yellow card for a foul 
and he will now miss last 
night’s (Wednesday’s) 

Carling Cup tie at Ipswich 
and the Premier League 
meeting with Newcastle at 
The Hawthorns on Sunday. 

Brunt admitted: “Every¬ 
one said to him after he cele¬ 
brated his goal ‘what have 
you run into the crowd for?’ 
That’s a stupid yellow card 
and it’s avoidable.” 

Brunt’s fabulous free-kick 
gave Albion a 2-0 lead after 
Paul Scharner had headed 
the Baggies ahead. 

Brunt said: “I was 
delighted, it was the first 
free-kick I’d scored for a while 
and as soon as I struck it I 
knew it had a chance. To see 
it go into the top corner was 
great.” 


Bednar reckons it’s 
bye bye to Baggies 


STRIKER Roman 
Bednar believes his Albion 
career is over after his 
loan to Leicester. 

The Czech forward has told 
reporters in his homeland he 
does not expect to return to 
The Hawthorns when his 
spell at the Walkers Stadium 
ends in January. Bednar has 
not figured for the Baggies in 
the Premier League for more 
than a month. 

“Once the manager let me 
go, my vision was not to 
return to West Bromwich,” 
said the 27-year-old. “I don’t 
feel confidence in me from 
him anymore. 

“I just want to be happy and 
play regularly. I think I have 
made the right decision. 

“This loan has been settled 
so that I don’t warm the 
bench. I will be doing my best 
and believe I will gain ground 
at Leicester. 

“The team is of a high 
quality and, in my opinion, 


should be somewhere else in 
the table.” 

Bednar led an exodus of 
players leaving The 
Hawthorns on loan last week 
with three others heading to 
the Football League. 

Recall 

Full-back Gianni Zuiver- 
loon joined Championship 
side Ipswich until January 4, 
although the Baggies will 
have the right to recall the 
former Holland Under-21 
international after 28 days. 

Zuiverloon was followed 
out by teenage striker Lateef 
Elford-Alliyu, who linked up 
with League One Tranmere, 
also until early January. He 
joins fellow Baggies young¬ 
ster midfielder Sam Mantom 
at Prenton Park. 

Teenage defender Paul 
Downing has joined League 
Two Rotherham until 
January 4, having spent time 
at Hereford last season. 

Luke Moore 
has extended his 
loan at Derby 
until January 
with a view to a 
longer agree¬ 
ment. 


The Sandwell Chronicle, a 
Midland News Association Ltd pub¬ 
lication, printed by the company at 
Ketley, Telford, Shropshire. 
Thursday, December 2, 2010 



Everton goalkeeper Tim Howard dives to his left but is unable to keep out Chris Brunt’s superb free-kick. Right, the winger celebrates his goal 
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Albion are back 
to ruthless best 


SO, what was everyone worried 
about? 

In one ruthless display Albion 
regained momentum, re-wrote their 
record books and calmed nerves that 
were just beginning to tingle among 
some supporters. 

It was tempting to declare ‘the Baggies 
are back’ after a collection of stunning 
goals earned them a well-deserved 
success from a high-tempo clash with the 
Toffees. 

But in truth the ‘real Albion’ never went 
away, despite a difficult month that before 
Saturday had yielded just one point from 
a possible 15 and sent them on a steady 
slide down the Premier League table. 

While scores had been a concern, there 
had been little hard evidence in the previ¬ 
ous five matches to suggest anything was 
badly wrong. 

They were, however, in desperate need 
of a result as they arrived on Merseyside. 
And they delivered in style with the club’s 
joint-best away result in the Premier 
League. 

It wasn’t the high-octane, swashbuck¬ 
ling Baggies that shocked Arsenal at the 
Emirates Stadium, but the sight of 
Roberto Di Matteo’s men rediscovering 
their lethal touch in the final third was a 
welcome sight for the Hawthorns boss and 
the noisy supporters who were so 
enthralled that they barely felt the cold on 
an icy north-west day. 

In fact, the match was disjointed for 
long spells, especially in a topsy-turvy 
first half. The Baggies gave the ball away 
a little; their hosts gave it away a lot. 



Yet, while the outcome might not have 
been vintage entertainment, the sides did 
conjure up an intriguing end-to-end 
contest punctuated by five fabulous goals. 

And it was Di Matteo and Co who 
showed a greater degree of inspiration to 
emerge deservedly victorious. 

Few travelling fans would dispute that 
a 4-1 conclusion flattered the Baggies. 
But, having seen a 3-0 scoreline flatter 
Stoke at The Hawthorns seven days 
earlier, there was little sympathy on offer. 

Di Matteo’s battlers rode their luck at 
times and defended well at others and, 
when they needed a hero, captain Scott 
Carson was on hand to produce his best 
Premier League display in Albion colours 
with four fine saves at crucial moments. 

There was even a brilliant goalline 
clearance from Gabriel Tamas to keep at 
bay a home side who, while they failed to 
inspire their fans with some spells of 
uncertainty, did enough at other times to 
apply real pressure to Albion’s reshaped 
backline. 

And, with the back door bolted shut 
effectively on all but one occasion, Albion’s 
attacking players set about cashing in 
with the type of ruthless edge that has 
been missing at times in recent weeks. 

First to strike was Paul Scharner, who 
was moved into the heart of defence but 
made his most memorable contribution in 
the Everton penalty box. 


The Austrian, who loves facing the 
Toffees, despatched a thunderous header 
from Chris Brunt’s 16th-minute corner to 
give the Baggies the lead after they had 
withstood some early pressure from David 
Moyes’men. Five of Scharner’s 15 Premier 
League goals have now come against 
Everton and Baggies fans will be hoping 
he can maintain his goalscoring form and 
be persuaded to continue as a centre-back, 
where he gave his most assured display 
since joining the Baggies. 

That strike drew the Everton sting and, 
after a good save by Carson from Victor 
Anichebe, Brunt made it 2-0 with a fabu¬ 
lous bending free-kick that nestled right 
in the top corner of Tim Howard’s net. 

Albion surrendered one proud record, 
however, when Tim Cahill became the 
first man to score a headed goal against 
them this season, nodding in a Leighton 
Baines corner to give the hosts fresh hope 
just before half-time. But the Baggies 
started the second half well and the key 
incident, when Everton were reduced to 
10 men, arrived just before the hour. 

Gonzalo Jara was fortunate to escape 
punishment for a careless challenge on 
Baines but when, seconds later, Mikel 
Arteta stamped on the Chilean, Everton’s 
midfield playmaker could have no com¬ 
plaints about his dismissal. 

That controversy threatened to over¬ 
shadow the rest of the match but, after a 
brief flurry of Everton pressure, the 
Baggies produced two more memorable 
moments. First, substitute Somen Tchoyi 
cut in off the left touchline, beat two 
defenders and curled a fine shot past 
Howard. 


TALKING POINT 


WHICH GOAL WAS 
THE«EST? 

In a match that was scrappy at 
times the teams conjured up their 
own goal of the season contest in 
the space of 90 minutes. 

Paul Scharner’s headed goal was 
impressive and Tim Cahill’s for 
Everton was a virtual carbon copy. 

But it was the other three Baggies 
goals that really caught the eye as the 
visitors turned on the style to end their 
mini-slump. 

Chris Brunt’s first-half free-kick 
was unstoppable, Somen Tchoyi’s run 
and curling shot exhilarating and 
Youssouf Mulumbu’s exchange of 
passes with James Morrison before his 
late strike was fantastic. 

Take your pick... 


Next two games... 


NEWCASTLE <H) DEC 5 

Late Sunday lunches in West 
Bromwich after another newly-pro¬ 
moted side arrive at The Hawthorns 
for the type of game the Baggies will be 
looking to win to make survival a little 
easier. 

VILLA<A) DEC 11 

The Baggies have a terrible recent 
record against their local rivals but 
they have not met a Villa side at such 
a low ebb for several years. Could this 
be the year they finally beat Villa? 


Then Youssouf Mulumbu exchanged 
passes incisively with James Morrison 
and netted from six yards with the help of 
a deflection off Sylvan Distin. 

Mulumbu celebrated unwisely with the 
Baggies fans and his needless sending off 
for a second booking was the only blight 
on the occasion. 

But it could not ruin an historic day 
that put smiles back on Baggies faces. 
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Sandwell's bin collections, street cleaning and recycling 
services will be among the best in the country after the 
council linked up with services company Serco 

In November this year, Sand well Council awarded a 25 year contract worth 2650 million to 
Serco in order to deliver its Waste Improvement Plan (WIP). 

The partnership is great news for Sand well residents who will benefit in a number of ways including: 

✓ A single weekly collection day for all rubbish and recycling collected from homes 

✓ An increase in the amount of materials that can be recycled including cardboard and plastics 

✓ All year round fortnightly garden waste collections 

✓ Cleaner streets across the borough 

✓ A state of the art service they deserve 

The new partnership will also have a huge impact on recycling figures and make the borough more 
environmentally friendly. These benefits include: 

✓ Cutting the amount of waste sent to landfill from 34% to only 5% by 2020 

✓ Non-recyclable waste will be sent to an Energy-from-Waste plant where it will generate 
renewable energy 

✓ Helping the council to meet Government recycling targets and avoid millions of pounds 
in potential financial penalties and landfill taxes 

So, to find out exactly what this means for you and when it's going to happen, read on. . . 

Jan Britton 

Interim Chief Executive 
Sanchuell Council 

“Entering into a 
partnership with Serco 
is exciting forSandwell 
Council and we 
welcome Serco's 
experience and 

expertise in this specialist area of work. 

By teaming up with Serco, we will be 
providing the people of Sandwell with 
robust and flexible services which will 
ultimately provide the best results. This 
partnership ensures Sandwell Council 
is taking an innovative approach to 
improving its waste collection and 
recycling services and that residents 
will receive services of the highest 
quality.” 


Rnd out more al weiYtsandnelgov.uk/gogre8n or cal 0845 3S9 7501 



Mike Boult 

^ Serco Direct Services 

•>. Managing Director 

^ ^Serco is delighted to 

JL Sandwell on this 

V*' contract, which is a 

HIT SBm significant addition to 

our environmental services portfolio. 

We are excited to be welcoming our 
new colleagues and working in 
partnership with the council, to deliver 
a step change in the quality of services 
delivered to the residents of Sandwell.” 


Clt Derek Rowley 
Cabinet Member for safer 
neighbourhoods 

‘This will allow the 
residents of Sandwell 
to recycle more 
materials than ever 
before and make 
massive cuts in the 
amount we send to landfill. Wlien the 
new service is fully introduced, 
Sandwell will have one of the best 
waste collection and recycling services 
in the country which is what the people 
of the borough deserve. I liave no doubt 
that the new service will liave a positive 
impact for everyone concerned." 
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Cleaner streets will 


make Sandwdl sparkle 
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vision 
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I r^cWSSuf 


Sand well Council and Snroo wMl wont together to nwto 
Shldaa Lane, the council*!; household recycling centre, mum 
user friendly for residents Plains Include knprovlno access and 
redoing queuing tirne for u*er*. IVeeken J open ng heurs will 
steo >e erter 5ed in fcotn the summer ond wirter to moot the 
'>Mds of tho bomt.'Q Vs rosiacnK 


Eagle Lane, West Bromwich 

U '.v*?ta tr*rwfrtr afndan is re 
be constn-c.ec on the site of the 
rc*gfo Lano Industrial Estate in 
3agnal Street. Wes* Bromrifchi 
Ihe sle will serve as a local hub 
lew *cp£T6tirrg and Irens porting 
Sand well's waste and rcey ckitte* 
onto specialist proceaslrg 
uurtc^ w^ora it will bo nwiad 
and recycled. 

L___ J 



Take a look 
for yourself! 

As part of public consultation, Information 
will be on display about both sites at the 
Council House in Oldbury during December 
and January. 


rind oil more al www.sandwell.sov.uk/gogieen or call 0S45 359 7511 
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What bins will I have? 
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